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FORT SUMNER: A STUDY IN ORIGINS

FRANK MC NITr

THE

and nearly treeless plains that enclose the greater course
of the Pecos River always have challenged the endurance of explorers and discouraged all but a few determined efforts at settlement. If Antonio de Espejo was not induced to linger when he
followed the tortuous stream southward in 1583, the same may be
said for Castano de Sosa's men when they worked their way northward seven years later. These earliest explorers were not soon followed by others.
For more than two hundred fifty years the region between Anton Chico and a point near the Bosque Grande would be claimed
and almost exclusively roamed-but never inhabited for long-by
Kiowa and Comanche and by Mescalero Apache. Spanish and
then Mexican owners of sheep would winter-graze their animals
south from Anton Chico and La Cuesta and Chaparita, but perhaps not so frequently as some ranchers later would remember.
A professional interest on the part of American military officers
produced little to support the notion of a sheepcraising climate nurtured by the Pecos River, but did substantiate legends of war and
peace gatherings at Bosque Redondo by the two Plains tribes mentioned, these gatherings sometimes joined by Apache allies of the
Jicarilla and Mescalero bands. Not infrequently, Spanish or Mexican and Pueblo traders (the Comancheros of legend) would find
their way to these councils to barter guns and ammunition, as well
as cloth goods and firewater, in exchange for Indian horses. But
in a territory so wide professional military interest necessarily was
spread thin. It is not strange, then, that when they prepared their
ARID
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1846-1847 map of New Mexico, Lieutenants James W. Abert and
William G. Peck showed the Pecos vanishing, a.few miles below
Anton Chico, into the unknown, into blank white space. They
thought, and cannot be too seriously blamed for it, that the Pecos
was a tributary of the Rio Grande.
Every wondering conjectural approach to why a military post
was established at Bosque Redondo (but more especially why that
post was made the center of a reservation for Navajo and Apache)
must begin by studying a series of military surveys; inevitably it
will end by examining the actions of one man: James H. Carleton.
An uncertainty about what might be found on the plains and in
the valleys of the Pecos led Brevet Colonel John Munr<;>e, commanding the Ninth Military Department, to issue orders for the
first survey by American forces in 1850. Snow was deep on the
Sangre de Cristos when Captain Henry B. Judd, Third Artillery,
led a light company equipped as cavalry southward from Las
Vegas. His departure, on March 1 5, would assure his command
the discomfort of facing into high winds off the Sierra Capitan.
Richard H. Kern, who as artist, diarist and amiable companion had
proved so valuable during the previous summer's Navajo expedition, was Judd's cartographer. Five wagons trailed the column with
provisions for two weeks.
Judd's course, dictated by a rough broken country below Anton
Chico, turned him east on the Fort Smith road as far as Lagunitas
and then south along the east bank of the Pecos. The river for the
next few days remained always present to the right, but invisible
in the twisting depths of a red sandstone canyon. Aside from an
occasional mesquite bush the prairie country contained no timber
until the command reached the Arroyo de los Esteros. Here wood
enough for fires was found, and water, too, though brackish to the
taste. Only twice thereafter, in the valley bottoms of Bosque Redondo and Bosque Grande, were trees seen again. The character
of the land generally was a sandy prairie with covering of grama
grass interspersed with cane cactus and the yucca plant. At a point
nearly below Bosque Grande Captain Judd had intended to turn
west, exploring and mapping a route through the Sierra de Jumanos
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to the Rio Grande. He was diverted from this purpose, however,
upon learning that the distance separating the two rivers was much
greater than hitherto believed. This, and the weakened condition of
his horses, persuaded him to back-trail to Las Vegas. After arriving
there March 29 he reported to the department commander that he
found the soil of both timbered bosques to be rich and fertile; deer
and turkey and duck were numerous, and the stream abounded in
fish. 1 Judd believed that either of the bosques offered an important
position for a post garrisoned by mounted troops.
Colonel Munroe took no action in the matter. The question of a
military post on the Pecos remained in abeyance until the arrival
in New Mexico of Munroe's successor, Brevet Colonel Edwin Vose
Sumner, in July I 85 I. Determined that Santa Fe was an evil place
and to be avoided, Sumner on his march from Fort Leavenworth
turned off the main road to the capital somewhere between T ecolote and San Miguel and marched down the Pecos some little
distance in search of an eligible site for his headquarters. Nothing
has been found to tell how far down the stream he explored, but the
evidence suggests he went no farther than Anton Chico. 2 What he
saw apparently did not please him. Within a few weeks he would
establish headquarters on Coyote Creek, naming his log buildings
Fort Union.
In terms of the ultimate decision, the survey of the Pecos that
had greatest importance was that of Brevet Major James H. Carleton in February I 852. A native of Maine, Carleton was left fatherless when he was fifteen years old, and educated in Boston. His
Raring talent (and brassy ego) caused him at the age of twenty-six
to write Charles Dickens asking not alone for literary counsel but
for friendship should he venture to England. He responded to the
novelist's firm but not unkind rebuff by pursuing, instead, a military career. He reported in 1839 as a second lieutenant to then
Captain Sumner, at Carlisle Barracks. More or less ever since the
two had been together in the First Regiment of Dragoons, a certain brilliance and brash arrogance in the younger man striking
strange chords of affectionate approval in Sumner's massively
wooden nature.
·
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Sumner's orders to Carleton have not been found, but the tenor
of the major's subsequent report indicates that he was instructed
to investigate any movement of Indians in the vicinity of Bosque
Redondo, and determine whether the Pecos offered a desirable site
for a military post. 3 Major Carleton left Fort Union February 3 at
the head of Company K, First Dragoons, his train including two
wagons to which he added loads of unshelled corn obtained at Anton Chico. Because he feared that winter prairie grass would not
sustain his horses, he sent forward additional supplies of corn to
be held under guard, or cached, at a crossing of the Gallinas River
and at the mouth of the Esteros.
Turning south from the Fort Smith road February Io, Company
K followed Judd's descending trail to Tanos Creek, the dry arroyos
of San Juan de Dios and Alamo Gordo (the last of which Carleton
explored to its head), and to Las Carretas Canon, finally reaching
Bosque Redondo February 13. Leaving his command at the lower
end of the bosque, Carleton set out on foot to look for Indian "sign,"
continuing down river five miles more. From a sandy eminence
near Alamos Muchos, a sweeping view of barren prairie gave "not
the least evidence that a single human being of any discription had
been in the vicinity for many months." Carleton ordered a noncommissioned officer to fire the tall grass of the river bottom, thinking if Comanche or Apache were about this would bring them
near. Smoke rolled upward in an immense column and as darkness
came on the sky turned ruddy, but itavailed nothing as rio Indians
appeared.
Camp was moved next day northward into the bosque and again
the bottom land was fired, but again without result. One gathers
that Carleton's state of mind, from this point forward, was euphoric. Very nearly everything he found here (if not quite all)
convinced him that Bosque Redondo was "a most excellent point
for the establishment of a strong cavalry post." He enumerated its
advantages: round groves of cottonwoods shading the sinuous
course of the stream in a valley perhaps twenty miles long and from
one and a half to two miles wide; a soil dark chocolate in color, exceedingly rich and fertile and free of stones, that would not suffer in

La ~aleria de los flrtesanos
-On the Vla;,ea
Las \7egas, 'Vlew mexico -87701

'Books of the West
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comparison with the black loamy Missouri bottom; the Pecos a
constantly Rowing stream abounding in beaver; sunRowers so tall
their stalks reached higher than a man's head even when the man
sat astride a horse; grama grass higher than a horseman's saddle
skirts, the thick rank grass sheltering immense coveys of wild turkeys (very fat and finely Ravored), not to mention Rocks of antelope and deer and occasional wild horses; a supply of cottonwood
"for building and other purposes" nearly limitless.
Threading Carleton's rhapsody, but almost submerged, was a
comment that the valley bottom might be subject to overRow; also,
that the surrounding country was sandy and sterile, that pools and
springs found in abundance near the Pecos were more or less brackish, and that a saline efHorescence whitened the beds of tributary
channels.
But apart from such few and small detractions the Bosque Redondo was a natural paradise of quite practical values: It was strategically placed in the center between hostile tribes of Indians, and
a supply route from Fort Smith was shorter than and superior to.
the road from Fort Leavenworth. Finally, the moment a military
post was established here, "a large number of settlers would immediately Rock in-the produce of whose farms brought in competition one with the other, would be sold very low indeed."
Colonel Sumner may have been favorably impressed, but two
years went by without further action. Then, in early fall of I 854,
another survey of the Pecos was ordered by a new department commander, Brevet Brigadier General John Garland. Again Major
Carleton was chosen, but now with the stated purpose of selecting
a site for a military post between Anton Chico and a point about
twenty miles south of Bosque Redondo. The route followed (used
ten years over some of its distance later by Navajo bound for confinement) was in part new. Carleton with his own Company K left
Albuquerque October 5. He was accompanied by Brevet Second
Lieutenant Henry B. Davidson whose task for the next three weeks
would be to map, measure distances, and in a daily journal record
the nature of the country explored. This-and more-with metic~
ulous zeal the young Tennessean accomplished; the journal is
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Davidson's, but appears to have employed the eyes and the mind
of Carleton. 4
From Albuquerque the column marched due east to Tijeras,
here turning south in the Manzanos to Chilili. From this mountain village the company continued eastward to Antelope Springs,
through the red and white sandstone depths of Canon Piedra
Pintada, to Agua Negra and a point just below the James Giddings
and Preston Beck ranch. Here, near the junction with the Pecos,
their guide led them out of the canyon and up to the high prairie
and the familiar trail tracing the river's east bank. Carleton, it
would appear from Davidson's journal, each day covered nearly
twice the distance traveled by his men, tirelessly exploring in all
directions in his search and testing constantly the qualities of soil,
grass and water-but above all looking for that which was most
scarce-wood. The nearest supply of any amount worth mention
lay eighteen to twenty miles northeast of Bosque Redondo, in the
vicinity of Mesa de las Truchas.
At a point nearly midway in the bosque, and in the bottom lands
of the river's east bank, Carleton on October I 9 planted a stout
cottonwood post to mark the site he chose for a military post. 5
Arriving at Tecolote October 27 and regarding his survey concluded, Carleton unreservedly recommended his choice of site to
General Garland. 6 The valley of the bosque, by measurement,
averaged a mile and a quarter in breadth, but in every other respect seemed larger or better than he found it two years before.
Bosque Redondo alone contained sixteen thousand acres of arable
land, but with protection afforded by a post, settlers of the valley
would cultivate twice that acreage. He found the climate warmideal, in fact, for winter grazing of sheep. Citizens would Hock to
the valley, and in this happy event General Garland "would be a
public benefactor to an enviable degree." The fuel supply was
abundant, but should that of the bosque ever be exhausted wood
could be cut and Roated down river from the canyons above. Grazing and soil conditions of the valley were so excellent that a post
here could be almost self-sustaining; it should, in any case, be the
focal point for the year-around grazing and fattening of the depart-
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ment's beef cattle and mules and horses. The post, Carleton advised, should be built of adobes. Cottonwood beams cut on the spot
would serve as roof timbers-though in the end it might be better
to haul in pine vigas from the upper country. Considering its role
in defense against powerful tribes of Indians, Carleton proposed a
garrison of four companies: two of dragoons and two of infantry,
or three of dragoons and one of infantry or artillery.
More pressing affairs turned General Garland's attention elsewhere. Once again plans for a fort on the Pecos were shelved. Nothing further was heard of the proposal until the spring of 1857 when
a patrol of Mounted Rifles out of Fort Stanton passed through
Bosque Redondo on its way to Anton Chico. First Lieutenant
Hyatt C. Ransom mapped the route taken by the command and
later reported on the groves of cottonwoods that lined the Pecos
for twelve miles on its course through the bosque. Unaware, most
likely, of Carleton's earlier involvement, Ransom found this "would
be a fine spot for a Cavalry Command, the whole Country is
covered with splendid grass; and an abundance of Hay could be
cut on the ground, plenty of Roots of the Mesquit to mix with
the Cottonwood for Fuel." 7
Again, two years passed. In May 1859 Colonel B. L. E. Bonneville, now department commander, ordered Captain Thomas Claiborne with a detachment of Mounted Rifles to proceed eastward
from Fort Stanton to find a pass through the Sierra Capitan to the
Pecos, examine Bosque Redondo ("it having been recommended
as a site for a Military post"), and continue on a scout to the Canadian and the Conchas. From Hatch's ranch on the Gallinas, Captain Claiborne reported brieRy that "the water of the Pecos is
exceedingly bad and unhealthy," a judgment he would elaborate
upon later. 8 After his return to Fort Stanton Captain Claiborne
took an even more negative view. The Bosque Grande he found
grand in name only-"it is a poor affair." As for Bosque Redondo,
he described it as "an elbow of the river . . . cottonwoods are
mostly on the left [east] bank . . . extending for perhaps six or
seven miles, in clusters." The Pecos he found very crooked, but
the bosque itself "in that desert country is very agreeable. The
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lower half of the valley is tillable, the upper is filled with deep
sand. . . . The water of the river is bad and the surrounding
country is most desolate. The place is altogether unfit for a post." 9
Even had Captain Claiborne taken a favorable view of the Bosque Redondo and waters of the Pecos, it is doubtful if Colonel
Bonneville could, or would, have authorized the construction of a
post there. Sectional strife in the East and the strains of an onrushing Civil War no doubt contributed to other causes of immediacy that relegated a post on the Pecos to oblivion. Its only
advocate was far from the scene. In September I 856, Major Carleton had received orders removing him from New Mexico and directing him to proceed to Europe. The War Department found
him most qualified to study and report upon the methods and tactics of European cavalry, with especial concentration upon the
Cossacks of the Czar of Russia. 10 He returned to New Mexico in
I857, but in the summer following was ordered to report for duty
in California. There he remained until, in I 862, he led the California Column of three thousand volunteers across the Gila desert
to the Mesilla Valley of New Mexico. He came back at the very
peak of his military abilities, at the peak of his unbounded energy,
ambition, and self confidence. As a brevet brigadier of volunteers
(but major, still, of the Army's Sixth Cavalry), Carleton on September I 8 succeeded Colonel Edward Richard Sprigg Canby as
commander of the Military Department of New Mexico.
If General Carleton regretted that he had not been assigned to
the eastern war front where brigadiers were suddenly as common
as hens in a bam yard, there is no hint of it in his correspondence
or his actions. In New Mexico there was but one rooster. Almost
at once things began to happen.
One may imagine that the chronology of ensuing events does
not necessarily reflect what may have had priority in Carleton's
mind. In any case, he moved first and on October 8 by ordering
Colonel Kit Carson of the First New Mexico Mounted Volunteers
to proceed from Fort Union to Fort Stanton without delay and
"attack the Mescaleros and Navajos wherever you find them." 11 It
was an order soon modified to exclude, for the time being, the
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Navajo; their tum would come later. And on the last day of October, Carleton resurrected a plan long dead and forgotten. With
power now to command where before he could only recommend,
Carlton vindicated his judgment in the past. His orders were in
language reminiscent of eight and ten years before:
A Military Post will, at once, be established at the Bosque Redondo, on the Pecos River, and will be garrisoned by two companies
of Cavalry and one of Infantry.
While it will afford protection to people who, this winter may be
anxious to open farms along the rich valley of the Pecos, this post
will offer like protection to those who wish to move their Hocks and
herds on to the extensive grazing lands that lie between Anton Chico
and that point: a distance along the river of some ninety miles. At the
same time it does this, it will be a barrier to the incursions of the
Kioways, and Comanche Indians, and will intercept the northern
raids of the Mescalero Apaches. 12

The post would be nap1ed Fort Sumner, in honor of "that
staunch patriot, and veteran soldier." Troops would be sheltered
through the winter in tents or huts, but plans would be drawn by
the chief quartermaster for permanent buildings. These would be
started without delay as soon as spring weather permitted the making of adobes.
A board of officers was appointed four days later with instructions to meet at Bosque Redondo November I 5, or as soon afterward as possible, for the purpose of selecting the exact site. An
inability of two of the officers to serve, however, caused Carleton
to appoint a second board on November 14, the board including
Surgeon James M. McNulty, First Infantry, California Volunteers; and Captain Joseph Updegraff and First Lieutenant Allan S.
Anderson, both of the U.S. Fifth lnfantry. 13
Shortly after his appointment to the board of officers, Captain
Updegraff was notified that Carleton had selected him to be Fort
Sumner's first commander and thus in a dual capacity he would
proceed to Bosque Redondo and be prepared to remain indefinitely.
Four Pueblo Indians would be attached to his garrison as messen-
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gers to carry expresses from the new post to Fort Union. Upd~
graff was instructed to establish communications with the commander of Camp Easton, located northeasterly of the bosque on
the Canadian River, a short distance from the future site of Fort
Bascom. 14 From Fort Stanton, meanwhile, Kit Carson gave tangible evidence that his campaign against the Mescalero was progressing well. To avoid further bloodshed, about one hundred
Apache had come in and encamped near the fort. Three of their
chiefs-Cadete, Chatto, and Estrella-were being brought to Santa
Fe by Apache Agent Lorenzo Labadi to talk peace with the department commander. 15
The arrival of the delegation gave a totally unforeseen and fortuitous turn to Fort Sumner's future, even before a site for the post
had been chosen. Meeting with the Mescalero on November 24,
General Carleton advised them that if they wished to avoid collision with Carson's troops it would be necessary for them to withdraw completely from Mescalero country and go either to Fort
Union or a new fort soon to be established at Bosque Redondo.
After some deliberation, Cadete and the others said they would
prefer to go to Fort Sumner. 16 Advising Carson of this development,
Carleton instructed him to send on to the bosque those Apache
who had come in. Transportation for women and children would
be provided in wagons of a supply train that was to leave Fort
Union for Stanton in a few days. Upon reaching Bosque Redondo
the Apache would be fed and given protection by Captain Updegraff.
Carson was to continue carrying the war to the rest of the tribe,
but so soon as others might surrender they also were to be sent to
Fort Sumner. "The result of this will be," Carleton explained,
"that eventually we shall have the whole tribe at Bosque Redondo
and then we can conclude a definite treaty with them and let them
all return again to inhabit their proper country." 17 The temporary
nature of this arrangement was emphasized by Superintendent of
Indian Affairs James L. Collins when he reminded Agent Labadi
that it was not intended to locate the Indians indefinitely at the
bosque, but to separate them "for the present from the [hostile]
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portion of the band. . . . As soon as the campaign is ended they
can again return to the neighborhood of Stanton where we hope
to be able to make provision for settling them permanently." 18
Thus Carleton's dream of settlers Rocking to the valley of the
Pecos would not materialize as soon as he had hoped, but his vision
of a military post at the bosque was realized when Captain U pdegraff pitched his tents on the river bank and officially established
Fort Sumner on Sunday, November 30. The first garrison was composed of troops of Company A, U.S. Fifth Infantry. Any glow of
satisfaction this occasioned no doubt was turned momentarily to
disbelief and anger when Carleton received the findings of his
board of officers. They had, indeed, faithfully carried out his orders
to select a site at Bosque Redondo: a point on the east bank of the
Pecos about 7}-2 miles southeast of the head of the bosque.
But there were certain unfortunate disadvantages. It was found
that Bosque Redondo was remote from the depot of supplies and
neighborhoods that would supply forage. Building materials would
have to be brought in from a great distance. And worse, the Pecos
contained "much unhealthy mat[t]er," and a large part of the surrounding valley was in danger of inundation by spring Roods.
Respectfully, therefore, the majority of the board recommended
that Fort Sumner be located at the junction of the Agua Negra
and the Pecos. Here there was a supply of good lumber for building, while firewood was conveniently at hand. The water was pure
and abundant and the grazing much finer than at the bosque. The
valley was not subject to Hooding, building stone was plentiful,
and the site was fifty miles nearer to the settlements and Fort
Union's supplies. The majority of the board for these reasons
found the valley of the Agua Negra "as a post of observation on
the country to the East . . . preferable to the Bosque Redondo." 19
The dissident majority are not named, but in consideration of his
future command it is unlikely that Captain Updegraff was one of
them.
The adverse report struck a response that in a peculiar way determined the future of Fort Sumner. General Carleton reacted as
though Bosque Redondo in some obscure but real sense was his
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own-to do with as he willed. Regardless of opposition from whatever level, from Santa Fe to the White House, Fort Sumner would
be as he chose to make it. He would explain his intentions to the
territorial legislature, to the governor of New Mexico, and to the
War Department. But he would not ask approval of anyone: this
he would take for granted.

A decisive tum of events occurred at the close of the Apache
campaign. Carleton suddenly changed his plans for the Mescalero,
some four hundred of whom were now held at the bosque. Instead
of letting them go home he would keep them there permanently"to have them, in short, become what is called in this country a
puehlo." 20 If they remained quiet they would be well cared for and
fed. If they attempted to leave they would be shot.
Approach of spring turned Carleton's attention to the Navajo,
whose raids were mounting in intensity. In April he traveled to
Fort Wingate, a post he had established in the preceding October
at Ojo del Gallo on the Navajo frontier. Lieutenant Colonel J.
Francisco Chaves, Wingate's commander, was hard pressed to
answer the general's barrage of questions. During his tour of service against the Navajo in 186o-I 861, Colonel Canby was known
to have favored a reservation for Navajo on the Little Colorado.
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Carleton was thirsty for information: what could Chaves tell him
about that country? Was Canby right? Chaves was intimately
acquainted with the country. Apprised that the general was about
to make war upon the Navajo, Chaves answered as best he couldat the end noticing that Carleton "was not entirely satisfied about
the location that would be most suitable for the Indians." 21 His
uncertainty did not last long. At Cubero, on his return, Carleton
met with the headmen Barboncito and Delgadito. He informed
them that all Navajo who wished to be friends of the Bilagaana
must move to Bosque Redondo under protection of the government; those who refused would be killed. Barboncito said he could
not go so far from his country, but would bring his family from
Canyon de Chelly to the vicinity of Fort Wingate; he would not
fight even if attacked. The troops might kill him but he would
not run. 22
Before Carleton launched the Navajo campaign June 15, another development occurred that had important bearing on Fort
Sumner's changing role. In May Superintendent Collins was
called upon to resign. The Indian Office appointed in his place Dr.
Michael Steck, who had served as agent for Apache since 1 8p.
Superintendent Steck and General Carleton fell to quarreling over
Indian policy almost at once. Relations between them came near
the point of open enmity in September when the first contingent
of Navajo-fifty-one men, women, and children of the Dine Ana'aii
band once controlled by Sandoval-voluntarily surrendered and
were sent to Bosque Redondo. Although Carleton had promised
them food and protection, Steck advised Agent Labadi, then at
the bosque, that these and other Navajo brought to the Pecos were
military prisoners of war, thus no concern to the Indian Department. Labadi must not take responsibility for them. 23 Carleton at
about the same time informed the War Department that he was
moving captured Navajo to Bosque Redondo. He did not ask approval but did propose that "If the government will only set apart
a reservation of forty miles square, with Fort Sumner . . . in the
centre, all the good land will be covered, ·and keep the settlers a
proper distance from the lndians." 24
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Steck supported Carleton's Navajo war but was convinced there
was not land enough at the bosque for both Apache and Navajo.
After inspecting the facilities at Fort Sumner, Steck in late October
departed for Washington, determined to thwart Carleton and
secure approval of his own plans. After his arrival he began haunting the office of Indian Commissioner William P. Dole. For more
than a month he hammered away on one theme: Carleton was
right in advocating a reservation at Bosque Redondo, but vvrong in
bringing Navajo there to encroach on land already occupied by
Apache. He urged the creation of a reservation forty miles square
(Carleton's idea), but recommended that it be restricted to three
thousand Jicarilla, Mescalero, and Mimbres Apache. The Navajo,
who numbered at least ten thousand souls, were far too numerous
to be sustained, with the Apache, on the bosque's six thousand
(not sixteen thousand) arable acres of land; Navajo should be
confined to a reservation in their own country. 25
Commissioner Dole finally was persuaded. He outlined Steck's
proposals in a communication to Secretary of the Interior John P.
Usher, asking that if the Secretary should concur, he then submit
the matter to President Lincoln. 26 Usher responded two days later.
He had called upon Mr. Lincoln January I 5, he said, and given
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the President Commissioner Dole's letter "suggesting the necessity
of having a reservation forty miles square, set apart for the Apache
Indians. . . . The President approved the recommendation, and
you are instructed to take such action . . . as may be necessary to
carry the order into effect." 27 Approval, in this case, could not have
been simpler. The President placed Dole's letter on his desk and
wrote on the cover: "Approved January 15, 1864. A. Lincoln."
A month later, lingering still in Washington, Steck informed
Carleton of certain changes affecting Bosque Redondo. "With reference to the Navajoes [he wrote] I would state that they will remain entirely under the controll of the Genl. commanding until
such time as the tribe can be restored to the Department of the
Interior. . . . " A bill before Congress provided for treaties with
"wild tribes" of Indians. Should it pass, Steck was confident that
provision soon would be made to remove Navajo from Bosque
Redondo and confine them in their own country; he would agree
witp Canby that "the Colorado Chiquita is the proper place for the
permanent location of the Navajo Tribe." 28
President Lincoln was preoccupied with the grim course of the
Civil War in an election year. His attention was fixed elsewhere
when Carleton appealed to the War Department for aid in maintaining 4,106 Navajo at Fort Sumner. More would be coming,
more than twice that number. Upon the recommendation of Secretary of War Stanton, Secretary Usher proposed that Congress appropriate $10o,ooo to subsist the Navajo "upon a reservation at
the 'Bosque Redondo,' on the Pecos river." 29 It was the first appropriation of many that were voted.
Steck was out-maneuvered. Carleton through sheer determination-or was it obstinacy?-would have his way.
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CAMPAIGNS AGAINST THE JICARILLAAPACHE, 1855

MORRIS F. TAYLOR

attack on the Pueblo fort beside the Arkansas
River on Christmas Day, 1854, showed beyond a doubt that the
relations of the Jicarilla Apache, and their Mohuache Ute allies,
with settlers and authorities in northern New Mexico continued
to be very poor indeed. Even without the holiday massacre, there
were unmistakable signs that hostilities of a more formal and organized nature were about as inevitable as the coming of the spring
season, when war again might be expected.
Slight chances for peace were dependent mainly on three men:
Chacon, the principal chief of the Jicarilla, Governor David Meriwether, and Colonel Thomas T. Fauntleroy, the new commandant
at Fort Union. If the record is straight, it appears that no one of
them was really sanguine about settling differences by negotiation.
It should be borne in mind, however, that Chacon's attitudes and
responses are known only through the reports of his white adversaries. Nor should it be forgotten that the privations of the Jicarilla
had not been alleviated in any significant way. The old causes for
war were still around.
In early September 1854 Chacon went into Santa Fe to talk
with Governor Meriwether. The chief evidently argued the destitution of his people as extenuation of their actions, in reply to
which the Governor pointed out that robberies of white men by
Indians were the main cause of friction. Shifting his ground, Chacon said that most depredations were the work of a small band led
by "a very bad man named Jose Largo." The inference was that
only a small minority (nine lodges) followed Jose Largo as comTHE DESTRUCTIVE
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pared with the sixty-two lodges in Chacon's camp. Chacon asked
for time to capture and deliver Jose Largo, and Meriwether
promised him a month's forbearance from any retaliation on his
camp near Abiquiu, plus forty fanegas of corn, which could be
purchased and given to his people. 1
Meriwether instructed Lafayette Head, a prominent settler on
the Conejos River, to secure and deliver the corn. At Chacon's
camp, Head reported, he was insolently treated and threatened,
and soon after the corn was in their hands the Indians stole some
mules, stripped and severely whipped a white man, and then
moved their camp into the mountains. During his visit to the
Jicarilla camp Head counted more than a hundred lodges, which
led him to suspect that all the Jicarilla bands had assembled there,
including Jose Largo's. The Governor concluded that peace was
hopeless until the Indians had been given "one or two good
thrashings." 2
About two months later there was a serious incident in the
Raton Mountains, followed by disagreement between Governor
Meriwether and Indian Agent Kit Carson over whom to blame. A
party of about twenty-five hunters from Taos Pueblo had gone to
the Ratons and vicinity seeking deer and antelope as was their
custom at that time of the year, and they were attacked by other
Indians. Twelve Taos. men were slain; among them were warriors
who had distinguished themselves in the previous summer's campaigns by Lieutenant Colonel Philip St. George Cooke and others
against the Jicarilla. 3
Carson believed that the Taos hunters were assaulted by Cheyenne and Arapaho from the Arkansas River country. 4 A large band
of those Plains Indians was seen near the Raton Mountains by the
United St~tes mail party on its way from Independence, Missouri,
to Santa Fe. 5 That was known to the Governor, and he allowed
that Carson might be correct. Meriwether, however, was inclined
to think that the Taos hunters met their death at the hands of
Jicarilla warriors, who were seeking revenge for the Taos support
of the expeditions against them in 1854.6 It is impossible to tell
how much this version affected the attitudes of Meriwether and
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others on what to do about the Jicarilla problem, but it appears
likely that Meriwether had already made up his mind that federal
and volunteer troops would have to be employed against them in
the following spring.
What to expect of the Ute was less certain for a while. One of
the leaders of the Mohuache, Chico Velasquez, died from smallpox which swept their ranks, and he was succeeded by Ka-ni-ache, 7
who was considered "to be a mild, well disposed Indian," but
Meriwether wondered whether he would have as strong an influence as his predecessor. 8 Participation by Mohuache Ute under
Chief Blanco in the Christmas Day episode on the Arkansas (perhaps in part because they believed that trade blankets had been
deliberately infected with smallpox by white men)D clarified the
intentions of part of the Mohuache Ute at least, just as the presence of Jicarilla Apache in the same raid confirmed belief in their
hostility.
Events of the winter supported the wisdom of Governor Meriwether's proclamation for enlistment of mounted volunteer companies that would substantially increase the number of fighting
men to protect the settlements and carry the war directly to the
Indians. Brevet Brigadier General John Garland, commanding the
military Department of New Mexico, sensed "great uneasiness and
insecurity'' among the settlers, and with his regular army companies down in strength by about 557 men/ 0 the importance of a
successful volunteer recruitment was obvious. In fact, General
Garland was counting on the volunteers to round out a mixed
force of about four hundred men to take the field in the spring.
In anticipation of that and of adequate funds from Congress, he
began to set up supply depots at points that were logistically feasible.11 His expectations were fortified by a memorial from New
Mexico to Congress asking for increased support against the Indians, which was presented to the Senate on February 5 by Mississippi's Senator Albert Gallatin Brown. 12
Response to Governor Meriwether's proclamation was very
gratifying. On the basis of a six-month enlistment period six companies of New Mexico Mounted Volunteers were raised, and com-
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mand of the battalion, with the rank of lieutenant colonel, was
given to that prominent and respected citizen, Ceran St. Vrain/ 3 a
man well known all along the Santa Fe Trail back to the States
since long before the Mexican War. Meriwether later recalled that
there were numerous aspirants and that he chose St. Vrain, who
was not among them, in part because selection of one of the others
was fraught with ticklish political and ethnic considerations. 14 The
choice received Kit Carson's fullest approbation, and in dictating
his Memoirs the next year, Carson let the animosity between himself and the governoi· show through when he said, "Many people
were surprised at his sound judgment in making such a noble
choice." 15
As a condition for his acceptance of command of the Volunteers,
Ceran St. Vrain required that a regular army officer be detached to
serve as his adjutant, and, more than that; he requested that Brevet
Second Lieutenant William Craig, Third Infantry, then stationed
at Cantonment Burgwin, be designated for that position. In compliance, General Garland ordered that Lieutenant Craig report to
St. Vrain at Taos. How the St. Vrain-Craig friendship started is
not known, but Craig later stated that his own hesitancy to accept
was overcome by St. Vrain's promise of land on the Vigil and St.
Vrain Grant in the extreme northern part of the Territory, over
which part of the campaign would undoubtedly take place. 16
Fort Union was the post where the Volunteers would receive
their arms and other equipment for service in the field, and responsibility for that fell on the fort's commandant, Colonel
Thomas T. Fauntleroy, First Dragoons, who was given command
of the expedition being organized against the Mohuache Ute and
Jicarilla Apache. 17 Horses were furnished by the recruits themselves or by their company commanders. 18
The three military installations in the northern part of the
Territory-Fort Union, Fort Massachusetts, and Cantonment Burgwin-were placed under Colonel Fauntleroy's command for the
duration of the campaign. Fort Union (established in I 8 5 I) was
near the juncture of the Mountain Branch and the Cimarron Cutoff of the Santa Fe Trail, east o'f the Sangre de Cristo Mountains.
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West of that range, and just south of Sierra Blanca in the San Luis
Valley, was Fort Massachusetts, which was located in Ute country
in I 852. It was the northernmost military post in New Mexico
Territory, but its site is presently in Colorado. The third post, Cantonment Burgwin, also established in I852, was about ten miles
south of the town of [Don Fernando de] Taos. All three owed
their existence, in part, to the problems of control of Jicarilla and
Ute/ 9 so they naturally figured in the campaign plans for the summer of I 85 5. Additionally, the eighteenth-century settlement of
Taos was chosen to be a depot for supplies of stores and subsistence
in the coming military operations. 20
While the elaborate preparations for chastisement of the Indians
were going on, more stimuli were given to the feeling of urgency.
On Ocate Creek, not far from Fort Union, about eight Indians
had killed a man and driven off a few animals. Approximately
fifty lodges of Jicarilla were reported to be on Red River only fifty
miles from the post, and sizable raids hit herds in the vicinity of Las
Vegas. 21 Heavy depredations were committed at Costilla in the San
Luis Valley by a party of about I50 Ute and Apache. In what
seemed almost to be an act of defiance, the Indians relieved one
Julian Romero of 625 head of sheep and 35 goats. From Juan Benito
Valdez, Juan Vigil, and Jesus Marla Sanchez, they took 3,8oo
head of sheep and goats and I 2 head of cattle.22 Those Indians
may have been the ones against whom Captain Charles Deus and
his company of New Mexico Mounted Volunteers were ordered
to be on the alert because a band of Ute and Jicarilla were moving
towards Navajo country. Deus and his men were at Rito, northeast of Abiquiu; in order to cope with the special situation, Deus
ordered First Lieutenant Albert H. Pfeiffer to enlist more men for
limited service. Pfeiffer and his troopers caught up with the Ute
and Jicarilla band at Las Nutrias on March I4, defeating and
forcing them back. 23
Raids and killings by Ute and Apache were commonplace in
the northern part of the Territory during the month of February,
according to Kit Carson. 24 It was in response to one of the incidents-a theft of mares in Mora County-that Captain Francisco
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Gonzales' company of Mounted Volunteers was dispatched from
Fort Union. They chased some Apache northward for many miles
past the Wagon Mound to the vicinity of the present town of
Raton, thence through the Raton Mountains into what is now
known as Long's Canyon, an important side canyon of the Purgatoire River on its south side in present-day Colorado. Somewhere
in that much used passage through the mountains, Gonzales and
his men came upon the Apache band. The Indians were eating
and nearly taken by surprise. They were alerted just in time to
mount up and escape, leaving their partially consumed meal of
horseflesh to the hungry cavalrymen. 25
Such actions, however, were minor and preliminary to the coordinated campaign under Colonel Fauntleroy's direction. The
various units of the combined command converged on Fort Massachusetts in early March. First to arrive, on March 3, were the
thirty guides and spies under Captain Lucien Stewart, who reported that Fauntleroy's main force of two Dragoon companies and
four companies of Mounted Volunteers, the latter led by Lieutenant Colonel St. Vrain, were on their way from Taos. 26 Stewart was
a well-known person in Taos, whom St. Vrain had employed as an
Indian trader. 27 An Artillery Company joined a few days later. 28
The concentration of troops at Fort Massachusetts had just been
completed when word came in from the south of a large-scale Ute
and Apache raid, which seemed nothing less than a challenge. An
estimated 8oo to r ,ooo Indians drove off I ,ooo head of sheep, 25
head of horses, mules, and jackasses, and 40 head of cattle from
the little settlement of Conejos. Allowing for possible exaggeration of the number of raiders, the incident was bad enough. Carson
understood that the 6o or 70 families at Conejos herded their stock
in common; he thought that probably every family suffered
losses. 29
Colonel Fauntleroy left Fort Massachusetts with over five
hundred men on March I 4, setting out into the snowy landscape of
the great intermontane San Luis Valley to settle scores with Mohuache Ute and Jicarilla Apache. 30 With the regulars, volunteers,
and spies was the most experienced guide of them all, Kit Carson,
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the Indian Agent at Taos, who deemed it his duty to accompany
Fauntleroy. 31 Since this article is intended to be an examination of
that part of the 1855 campaign directed particularly at the Jicarilla
Apache, suffice it to say here that Colonel Fauntleroy's efforts
against the Mohuache Ute and associated Jicarilla Apache in
March, April, and May were militarily successful, and that he administered a couple of stinging defeats to the Indians in the San Luis
Valley and on the headwaters of the Arkansas. 32
After that Mohuache and Jicarilla separated, the Apache heading down the rugged canyon of the Arkansas in their Bight. From
seventy-five to eighty lodges of them, after ten or twelve miles,
turned up Beaver Creek and camped. Their trail led north between the Arkansas and what Carson called Valles Salados, undoubtedly meaning the Bayou Salade or South Park. Apparently
realizing that Fauntleroy's force was following them, the Indians
divided into three parties. His guides showed Fauntleroy the trail
of the largest band which led back to the Arkansas, and pursuing
troops captured an Apache woman and child and eight horses. She
told them they were following Jicarilla under the lead of the principal chief, Chacon. Crossing to the south side of the river, the
troops came upon the Jicarilla. Fauntleroy ordered a charge; the
Indians were routed, and nearly all their livestock was captured.
The large amount of mule meat in the camp booty indicated that
the Jicarilla were in a nearly destitute condition. But the troops'
provisions were running low also. The Dragoons' horses were not
standing the strain of the winter campaign as well as those of the
Mounted Volunteers. Fauntleroy decided to halt the pursuit and
head for Fort Massachusetts. The return route was southward
through the Wet Mountain Valley, where they had a brush with a
few Ute, and then westward through the Sangre de Cristos via
Mosca Pass to the log fort at the foot of Sierra Blanca. 33
After resting and refitting, Colonel Fauntleroy planned to take
the field again in the hope of delivering decisive blows against the
Mohuache and Jicarilla. Because the main group of the Jicarilla
were believed then to be east of the mountains, resumption of hostilities on April 20 saw a separate command under Lieutenant
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Colonel Ceran St. Vrain head in that direction, while Colonel
Fauntleroy took the remainder of the force in a search for Ute in
the San Luis Valley. With St. Vrain were Company F, First
Dragoons, and Mounted Volunteer Companies A and B, Captains
Charles Williams and Francisco Gonzales respectively. Both Volunteer companies had been recruited in Taos County, and the
muster rolls show that, with the exception of Captain Williams,
officers and men all had Spanish surnames. Company A listed
eighty-three men, including non-commissioned officers, and Company B had eighty-two, among whom was an alert young sergeant
by the name of Rafael Chacon, who set down an account of the
expedition. Also with St. Vrain's command was Dr. F. E. Kavanaugh, another familiar Taos figure. 34
The search for Chief Chacon's Jicarilla was pressed with vigor
as soon as St. Vrain and his men crossed eastward over the Sangre
de Cristo Pass to the headwaters of the Huerfano River. In a short
time they discovered a camp of about sixty Jicarilla near that
stream in the vicinity of its tributary, the Rio del Oso, or Bear Creek.
The resulting fight was a difficult two-day engagement, April 25
and 26, but finally the Indians were driven off with the loss of
thirteen killed and wounded and all the camp gear. 35 Perhaps it
was after this fight that St. Vrain, according to later testimony,
pointed out the land on the Vigil and St. Vrain (Las Animas)
Grant which he would give to Lieutenant Craig, his adjutant, as
soon as the latter resigned his commission after the campaign. 36
The Jicarilla Red south along much the same trail that some of
them had followed the previous year when they were being pursued by Major James Carleton's force. On Trujillo Creek, a tributary of the upper Apishapa in the foothills, St. Vrain's men had a
skirmish with Jicarilla; at one time during that stage of the chase,
twenty head of buffalo were seen in a meadow, but the men were
not permitted to shoot at them for fear of warning the Indians. 37
The fresh Jicarilla trail continued to the Purgatoire River, where
a camp was found at the mouth of Long's Canyon about six miles
above the site of present Trinidad, Colorado. The Indians had
seen St. Vrain's force approaching and were getting away into the
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Raton Mountains. The troopers charged the camp remnant, nonetheless, and one Jicarilla warrior was killed and scalped. A few
men on foot, led by First Lieutenant Marcelino Vigil and Second
Lieutenant Matias Ortega from Captain Williams' Company, 38
were sent in immediate search, and Captain Gonzales was ordered
to go with a detachment south to a stream known as the U fia de
Gato, on the other side of the great mesas that made up part of
the Ratons, in the -expectation of intercepting the Indians somewhere in that vicinity. But he returned next day to report that he
and his men had overtaken the Jicarilla in the Raton Pass (near
the later site of "Uncle Dick" Wootton's house), killing three
warriors. Also he brought in six prisoners (women and children),
who said that they belonged to Chief Chacon's band; they added
that he was headed for Red River where the Mora emptied into
it. 39 St. Vrain took his command and prisoners into Fort Union,
arriving there on the last day of April. Among other facts about
the campaign, he was able to report that none of the men had been
killed. 40 The Volunteer companies and spies kept up the search for
Chacon and his band, leaving Fort Union on May 2 with rations
for about eight days, but St. Vrain and his adjutant did not ac~
company them. 41 In the canyons of Red River and its tributaries
east of Fort Union, the Jicarilla chief and his people disappeared.
Taos was the rendezvous for regular and volunteer troops after
the spring campaign. St. Vrain crossed over the mountains to that
town, and Colonel Fauntleroy went down from Fort Massachusetts after his generally satisfactory military operations in the San
Luis Valley. The Colonel's intent was to regroup his command and
start out once more, especially after Ute, 42 but it turned out that
he and the regular troops did not take major action again that season. A few weeks remained in the enlistment period of the New
Mexico Mounted Volunteers, and it fell to Lieutenant Colonel St.
Vrain to keep some of them busy in the closing phase of cavalry
action. Reports came in from east of the mountains that a mixed
band of Ute and Apache had been seen along the Huerfano River.
St. Vrain at once left Fort Massachusetts with a three-company
force composed exclusively of Mounted Volunteers and ten guides.
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The Volunteer units were those of Captains Manuel Chavez,
Charles Deus, and Charles Williams; the guides again were led by
Captain Charles Stewart; and Dr. F. E. Kavanaugh was attached
to the force once more. 43
Leaving the fort on June 3 with twenty days rations, St. Vrain
and his command passed through Indian Creek Pass to the Cucharas River, a tributary of the Huerfano. About noon on the
second day they found a large Indian trail, but it was at least
twenty days old. They followed it from the mountains southeast
across the plains about sixty miles to a point on the Pisha-pa
[Apishapa] near Hole in the Rock. 44 There the trail turned an
acute angle and headed northwest back towards the mountains,
which St. Vrain reached on June 5. The Indians evidently had
divided into several parties when they entered the mountains, but
nearly two days and nights of hard rain had made the trail all but
indiscernible. Here Captain Stewart and his guides proved their
worth, telling St. Vrain that the only followable trail was that of
a relatively small party of Indians, who had gone south. Eventually
they crossed the Picketware (Purgatoire), and on June 8 about
two o'clock in the afternoon, St. Vrain and his force unexpectedly
came upon an abandoned camp of about sixty lodges, without
having seen a fresh track a hundred yards from it.
Now that the Jicarilla had eluded him again, St. Vrain ordered
his command to separate into four parts. One, with all the baggage
and an adequate guard, was sent ahead to an agreed spot on the
headwaters of Red River. Each of the other three groups sought
the Jicarilla in separate escape routes. The detachment commanded
by Captain Deus returned in the late afternoon, and Captain
Gonzales' party came in soon after dark; neither had much to show
for its efforts-a Mexican recaptured and one horse taken. The
Volunteers and guides with Captain Williams, however, told a
different story, with supporting evidence. While searching for the
Indians recently encountered on the Purgatoire, Williams' force
surprised another Jicarilla camp and themselves. They charged at
once, and the camp was taken. Six Indians were killed, five of
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them in defense of their camp, and the troopers seized twenty-nine
horses, six guns, and an indeterminate amount of bows, arrows,
robes, skins, and camp items. The site of the Jicarilla camp is not
known, except that it was in the Raton Mountains.
When his force reassembled, St. Vrain moved westward onto the
headwaters of the Purgatoire, doubtless because signs of their trail
indicated that the Indians had headed in that direction. Camp was
made in remote and mountainous country on the night of June 10,
and once again St. Vrain, using his camp as a base, subdivided his
command; this time he broke it into parties of twenty-five, which
were sent in all directions. The results were not gratifying. After
three days of searching for fifty miles around, the detachments
came .in with only two horses for all the trouble. This frustration
caused St. Vrain to complain to Lieutenant Craig, in a letter sent
to Fort Union, that his camp was in a "central position in this
vast region unfit for the habitation of man or beast, but suitable
only for the connecting link between the two, and a fit hiding place
for his ill-gotten gain." 45
St. Vrain's oblique characterization of the Jicarilla leaves little
doubt that he was not among those who were· inclined to be sympathetic to and understanding of their plight. And whatever the
circumstances of his mountain camp, it was necessary for him to
proceed southward to Red River (the Canadian), where the bulk
ofhis gear had been sent. Grouping his command again into its
component companies, he sent Captain Williams and his men
down Red River to the crossing of the Santa Fe Trail. Chavez'
company was ordered to search down Vem1ejo Creek, while Captain Deus was given a similar assignment some distance to the
south, probably along the Ponil or the Cimarroncito and onto the
Cimarron. It appears that St. Vrain went directly to Lucien Maxwell's place at Rayado, where the three companies met on June
I 6.46

Instead of going into Fort Union, St. Vrain led his force back to
Fort Massachusetts over the same general route that had brought
him to Rayado. His guides found a large Indian trail in the vicin-

130

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW XLV: 2 1970

ity of the Spanish Peaks (Huajatollas). The Indians were aware
of the Volunteer force and retreated into the canyon of the Huerfano, finally splitting into small groups and disappearing in the
rugged terrain of the Greenhorn or Wet Mountains.
The search was futile. The Fourth of July, 1855, found the
troopers in camp on the east face of the Greenhorns near the crest,
from which vantage point St. Vrain indicated the outboundaries of
his huge land grant, that lay before them in the great panorama of
plains and mountains. Next day, while moving north, St. Vrain
was warned of the approach of a large number of unidentified Indian warriors. Quickly concealing his men in a pine forest near
its edge, St. Vrain and his officers planned an ambush. The Indians,
presumably on horseback, came into clear view, but the ambush
was suddenly ruined when someone in Captain Chavez' company
accidentally discharged his gun. Once again the Indians faded into
the difficult country.
That incident marked the northernmost reach of the expedition.
Moving southward through the Wet Mountain Valley to the upper Huerfano River, St. Vrain and his command then crossed westward over Mosca Pass to Fort Massachusetts. 47 It was then midJuly, and the expiration date of the Volunteers' enlistment was
only a couple of weeks away. The departmental commander, Brevet
Brigadier General Garland, already had issued orders for the disbandment of the New Mexico Mounted Volunteers. Those companies commanded by Captains Williams and Gonzales were to
be mustered out at Taos by Major George A. H. Blake, the others
under the direction of Brevet Major W. T. H. Brooks in Santa Fe.
Arms, equipment, and ammunition were to be returned to the
Ordnance Depot at Fort Union. 48
Contemporary evaluations of the 1855 campaign ranged from
Bowery praise to critical disgust. General Garland issued a statement that was complimentary to the New Mexico Mounted Volun~
teers, or perhaps simply perfunctory, saying "that the whole period
of their service was spent in active campaign and that whether in
the mountains covered with eternal snows, or in the arid plains,

TAYLOR: JICARILLA APACHE

131

they vied successfully with the old troops of the line in following
up the enemy never failing in a single instance to inflict upon them
the punishment which their many acts of atrocity had rendered so
necessary." 49 About a year later, Kit Carson expressed his belief
that had the Volunteers had three more months of service, and
had St. Vrain been in sole command, the Indians would have been
taken care of, and there would have been no further need of troops
in that country. It did not work out that way, in his opinion, because the authorities thought the Indians had been harried enough;
when the Indians sought peace, they received it. 50 Doubtless sincere in his confidence in St. Vrain, Carson used it in implied criticism of regular army officers and civilian officials.
Both Garland and Carson were somewhat subjective in their
assessments. The record of the New Mexico Mounted Volunteers
was good, but they never inflicted a defeat on the Jicarilla of sufficient certitude to end their depredations. Small bands continued to
raid settlements. 51 Colonel Fauntleroy and his mixed force, however, dealt the Mohuache Ute heavy enough blows so that they
rather quickly became quite peaceful, and Governor Meriwether
hoped that the Mohuache example would bring the Jicarilla
around. 52 Prolonged harrassment had made some of the Jicarilla
amenable to peace talks.
A delegation of Mohuache and Jicarilla came to the Governor
in early August to open negotiations; as a result, September I o was
set as the date for a general parley on the Chama River above
Abiquiu. Negotiations were marked by success, and treaties were
made with the Mohuache Ute and Jicarilla Apache on September
I I and I 2, I 866, respectively. Intent and good faith were underscored by exchanges of prisoners. 53 The central proposition was
land cultivation by those tribes on tracts that were specified therein.
To the Mohuache Ute were given lands immediately below the
northern boundary of New Mexico Territory (then the 38th parallel
across the San Luis Valley in present-day Colorado), west of the
Rio Grande, and east of the drainage of the San Juan River. If that·
tract was less than a thousand square miles, they could extend
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their boundaries westward until that total was reached. The area to
be reserved to the Jicarilla, south of that allotted to the Mohuache,
was generally the upper drainage of the Chama River. 54
Evidently the terms of Meriwether's treaties were not made public immediately, although nearly everyone probably soon knew by
word of mouth of the altercation between Governor Meriwether
and Kit Carson, when the Jicarilla and Mohuache camps were in
great confusion because of reports of an impending Kiowa attack.
Carson advised the Governor to take cover with him below the
river bank because the Indians, in their present mood, might kill
them. Meriwether refused and subsequently preferred charges
against Carson for disobedience, insubordination, disrespect, and
cowardice; the latter charge, in the opinion of Professor Harvey L.
Carter, Carson's most recent biographer, was quite unjustifiable. 55
When the locations of the treaty reservations .were known, a
strong protest was sent from Taos in the form of a memorial to
President Franklin Pierce, dated April 2 I, I 856. The Chief Executive was asked to reject Meriwether's treaties because the reservations were dangerously close to the settlements and there was
plenty of tillable land farther to the west. 56 The memorialists were
trying to by-pass the Governor, who apparently had not consulted
them, and they were moved to such action in part by genuine fear
of continued depredations, which was not mollified by the quiescence of the Indians during the month of March.
Indian Agent Lorenzo Labadi reported to the Commissioner of
Indian affairs in Washington that heavy snow and severe cold had
scattered the deer so that his charges had had poor hunting. Labadi
again described the desperate situation of the Apache and Ute, who
"are at this time very destitute of food and clothing, and are without means of support," but he, too, put some reliance on the wellmeant but wrongheaded policy of bending those hunters and
gatherers to a life of farming when he said that "they are anxiously
awaiting the arrival of H. E. Governor Meriwether, in hopes of his
being able to assist them in commencing the cultivation of the soil
for their future maintenance." 57
The Senate of the United States did not ratify the treaties, but
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it was unlikely that approval would have pacified the Jicarilla
Apache. It was Kit Carson's opinion, however, that they and the
Mohuache would stay friendly for a long time. 5 8 When resumption
of Jicarilla raids on livestock and other property set in not long·
thereafter, Carson warned against worse to come and said that no
treaty should have been made with them in the first place. 59 Even
Carson seemed to be insensitive to the frustrating and seemingly
hopeless circumstances of the Jicarilla.
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THE GOVERNOR AND THE INDIAN AGENT: 1855-1857

MICHAEL D. HEASTON

SrNcE the Superintendent of Indian Affairs for New Mexico
Territory was appointed by the President of the United States, it
was only natural that the subordinate Indian agents were included
in the political spoils system. Governor David Meriwether's recommendation of his son-in-law, Captain Edmund A Graves, in May
1853, was an ordinary example. 1 When, soon after Meriwether
was named Governor and Superintendent of Indian Affairs, Captain Graves wrote to him requesting such a position, Meriwether
passed the letter on to Secretary of Interior Robert McClelland,
referring McClelland to James Guthrie, then Secretary of the
Treasury, a personal acquaintance of Graves. McClelland replied:
"If Mr. Guthrie says so, he will be appointed." 2 Hopefully, the
appointment of agents belonging to the same political party as the
Superintendent of Indian Affairs would ensure harmony between
them and their superintendent. But this did not always follow in
New Mexico, where verbal and written conflicts among them were
,
frequent.
Governor Meriwether took two new Indians agents with him to
New Mexico, Captain Graves and James Smith. A year later another, Abraham G. Mayers, was appointed. Commissioner of Indian Affairs George Manypenny notified Mayers on November 2,
1854. He was to report to Meriwether in Santa Fe for instructions
and transmit all agency correspondence to Manypenny through
the Governor. 3 Mayers reached Santa Fe on August 4, 1855, and
from then on to December I 8 56 his relations with Meriwether and

138

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW XLV: 2 I 970

William Watts Hart Davis, acting governor and superintendent
of Indian Affairs during Meriwether's absence, 4 were characterized
by considerable disagreement.
Meriwether instructed Mayers to act as Indian agent for the
Pueblos, a large assignment in view of the scattered Pueblo locations. After opening his agency Mayers wrote to the governor about
the Pueblo need for agricultural implements and recommended
that the balance of the $5 ,ooo appropriated by Congress for such
purposes be applied to purchasing them. 5 Shortly thereafter Meriwether departed to visit his home in Louisville, Kentucky, leaving
Davis in charge of the Indian superintendency. There seemed to
be some lack of understanding as to precisely how Mayers was to
go about making purchases. Davis advised Manypenny that, although this was expressly against Meriwether's policy that all purchases were subject to his approval and agents were never to buy
on credit,6 Mayers intended to draw upon the Treasury Department for purchases. Manypenny notified Mayers that his draft
would not be honored without prior approval by Meriwether. 7
Mayers replied on January 28, 1856, shortly after he received
Manypenny's letter: "I find that the superintendent seems to Express fears that I will do so [draw upon the Treasury Department]
without his consent, or that I will violate customs heretofore Established &c." Mayers was against using funds appropriated for the
Pueblo Indians for purchases from Santa Fe merchants, who
charged a twenty per cent commission in addition to exorbitant
prices. He had told Meriwether that he believed that Congress had
appropriated the money for "the Indians & not the Speculator . . .
this led to the Remark that if any more agricultural implement was
to be perchased for these Indians that I was the Proper Person to
make the perchases, and that I would inform your department of
the facts, which I have done." Mayers stated that he had drawn
upon the Treasury only for his salary and had made no purchases
for the Pueblo Indians without the superintendent's approval. He
concluded by saying: "I shall do no act by which I may place that
officer in an unpleasent situation, I will do all I can to carry out his
views and that of the Government." 8 At this time Meriwether had
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not yet returned from Kentucky and was unaware of the situation
developing in New Mexico.
In 1856 the investigation of Pueblo Indian land claims and
boundary disputes became a major concern. In March and April
correspondence of Mayers, Manypenny, and Davis deals with the
cost of the necessary surveys and the problems of settling disputes
between certain Indian pueblos and between Pueblo Indians and
Mexicans who had encroached upon their lands. 9 After Meriwether returned to Santa Fe, Mayers wrote to him on May 27 that
only eight pueblos had filed their titles. He offered to go to collect
them. 10 On June 2 Meriwether instructed him to write to Kit Carson, then Indian agent for the Ute, "to procure and transmit to
you the grants of the Pueblos of Taos, Pecuris; and you are at
liberty to visit for the purpose of procuring their grants the Pueblos
of San Ildefonso, Nambe, Pujoaque and Santa Clara." Meriwether
expected to be in the vicinity of Sandia, Isleta, Zuni, and the Hopi
pueblos during the summer and would endeavor to obtain their
documents himself. The Laguna grant was on file with the county
clerk of Socorro, and the governor instructed Mayers to see Judge
Watts and find some way of getting the original or a certified copy.
The conflict between the Acoma and Laguna claims had led to a
suit, and no action should be taken by the Surveyor General before
both grants were filed with him. 11 Mayers wrote to Carson on
June 3 telling him about Meriwether's instructions. 12
Mayers encountered some difficulty in carrying out his assignment. The San Ildefonso documents were "lost or mislaid;" high
water prevented his reaching Santa Clara; Pojoaque and Nambe
knew nothing about their titles; but the governor of Tesuque did
promise to bring his pueblo's documents into Santa Fe within a
few days. Apparently Governor Meriwether complained of the inadequacy of Mayers' statistical reports, and the latter, as usual, was
on the defensive: "I did not suppose it was so uninteligible as you
. . . . . "13
seem to. fi n d It,
Meriwether's objections to the contingent expenses of Mayers'
office exacerbated the situation still further. The lack of suitable
accommodations for himself and his agency was a particularly sore
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point with Mayers. Late in June he wrote to Manypenny arguing
his side of the disputes:
Sir I find much difficulty in giving satisfaction to the superintendent. I find that nothing I do meets with the approval of that officer,
he has yet to coincide with me in any important suggestions which
I have made. . . . If I have not fullfilled my mission, I can say that I
Honestly Endevoured to do so. 14

More strife developed when Carson wrote Mayers that he had
obtained the grant and information needed from Taos Pueblo, but
that he did not intend to go to Picuris. As Carson put it: "I am not
going to Picons have to incur expenses and they would not be
allowed." Meriwether had earlier disallowed expenses on one of
Carson's accounts. 15 The letter went to Meriwether, who replied
that "letters of such character as yours to Agent Mayers will not
deter me from a proper discharge of my duties." 16 The distance to
Picuris was not excessive and could be traveled in one day. Moreover, Meriwether stated that he had never disallowed necessary
travel expenses. Although Carson had said, "I cannot see how the
Govr. could expect me to go to Santa Fe when he had caused my
account for former expenses to be stopped," Mayers' letter to Carson had not asked him to do so; there was no need for him to deliver his accounts when it cost only a dime to send them by mail. 17
In his reply Carson said that he had seen nothing wrong in dispatching his letter to Meriwether by Mayers. Moreover, "I was
not aware that it was requested by your Excellency that an officer
through courtesy should neglect the duties of the office to which
he was appointed for the purpose of performing those of another." 18
Since Carson was not literate, this rather sarcastic letter was probably penned by John Mastin.
In the meantime Mayers had also involved himself in the affairs
of James L. Collins and W. W. H. Davis in regard to the Santa Fe
Weekly Gazette, which printed public documents for the Territory
of New Mexico. 19 Mayers wrote several letters to George Manypenny complaining that Davis was using his official position as
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Secretary of the Territory to secure this material for the newspaper. 20 The question was officially settled when Robert McClelland
wrote to Manypenny: "I return Mr. Mayers' letter and request
that you will inform him that the Department of Interior has no
control over Territorial Secretaries." 21 Nevertheless, Mayers would
later return to the attack on Davis as part of his quarrels with Governor Meriwether.
Meanwhile, Mayers' determination to obtain agricultural implements for the Pueblo brought about another head-on collision
with Meriwether. Although his recommendation that such articles
be purchased in the States had been heeded and orders given to the
Superintendent of Indian Affairs in St. Louis to buy them, Mayers
apparently became impatient with what he considered unnecessary
delay. Therefore he used funds given him for the contingent expenses of his office. Meriwether ordered him to return the tools
and arrange to get a refund from the merchant. "You will make
no further expenditure for any simelar purpose, or out of this special appropriation untill further instructions from this office." 22
Mayers felt that his honesty had been impugned and was even more
aggrieved because Meriwether had not only assigned some of the
duties of his agency to Carson, but, on July 21, appointed his son,
0. R. Meriwether, subagent "to visit a part of the Indians over
which I Preside." 23 On August 30 he complained to Manypenny
that he had found it impossible to exercise the functions of his
agency and the Meriwethers' actions had destroyed his usefulness.
On September 1 o he reiterated this complaint and forwarded to
Manypenny copies of his correspondence with Meriwether. He
was ready to stand the most rigid investigation of his conduct in
his efforts to see that his Indians received justice. "I defy any man
to say that I have not acted Honestly." 24
By this time the rift between Mayers and Meriwether was so
great that no compromise was possible. Early in September they
exchanged some bickering communications about the points in
dispute. Meriwether claimed that he had not divided Mayers'
agency and that the latter should inquire about the facts before
protesting. Also, if he had objected to having Carson pick up the
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Taos and Picuris grants two months earlier, why had he not made
his protest then? Young Meriwether had received no appointment
as subagent to Mayers. Since he was going to Laguna Pueblo to
attend to some business for Agent Henry Dodge, his father had
instructed him to take a message to the governors of Sandia and
Isleta asking them to send in or deliver their land grants. Mayers
was ill at the time. With the hope that these explanations would
quiet Mayers' unfounded jealousy, Meriwether invited him to take
matters up with higher authorities. 25
Mayers refused to be placated, quoting the governor's instructions to 0. R. Meriwether:
As you will pass in the vicinity of the Pueblos of Sandia and Isleta,
you will request the govrs. those Pueblos to send me (you) the
grants of their land, to be filed in the surveyor Genl. office. be particular to explain to these Indians, that my object is not to deprive
them of their lands, but to perfect their Titles &c. &c.
Now sir what is this but the appointment of a sub agent over me,
to send your son to perform a portion of my duty. I deny your power
to do this, and ask you to show me your power to devide the duties
of my agency out among others. Sir I should not complain of this
course, if I thought it was best to have three or four different Persons
who Shall perform the duty of Pueblo agent, but neither your Excellency nor acting Govr. Davis ever permitted me to perform the functions of my office, . . . .2s

Mayers firmly believed that Governor Meriwether was creating
positions for his son, and stated that instead of saving expense,
young Meriwether had cost the government "forty Dollars while
the services performed amounted to nothing." 21
James L. Collins supported Mayers in his accusations of collusion
between Davis and Meriwether in the matter of the Santa Fe
Weekly Gazette. Early in October he wrote to Mayers that the
Governor had been sending false information to Washington on
this subject. 28 There is no doubt that Collins was jealous of both
Meriwether and Davis. Collins, who had assumed financial control of the Gazette early in 1 85o, had been very active in the
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campaign to discredit James S. Calhoun, New Mexico's first territorial governor. Collins and the editor of the Gazette, William G.
Kephart, had been strong abolitionists. But when President Franklin Pierce took office in I 85 3 and made it clear that he did not take
a favorable view of factional quarrels and charges against government officials, Collins, who hoped for a federal appointment, decided that the time was ripe to adopt a more conciliatory attitude.
A few months after he dismissed Kephart he appointed Davis as
editor. 29 The irony of the situation was that Davis, not Collins,
received the post of Secretary of New Mexico Territory.
Mayers left Santa Fe on November I, I 8 56, for a ninety-day
leave of absence granted him the previous spring, leaving John
Ward in charge of his agency. 30 During December I856 and January I857 he corresponded with Manypenny about agency problems, including the purchase of agricultural implements and
Pueblo land grants and surveys. He asked for an extension of his
leave, which was granted. 31 Then, in April I857, Charles E. Mix,
Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, notified him that his
resignation had been accepted and a successor appointed. 32 Governor Meriwether left Santa Fe in May I 857, although his term
of office did not expire until October. 33
Although his complaints against the Governor seem to have
fallen on deaf ears in Washington, Mayers was still determined to
obtain a hearing and justice as he saw it. On November 9, 1857,
he wrote Indian Commissioner James Denver about his accounts
and the items overruled by Meriwether. He complained again that
he had never had an agency, saying that Meriwether and his son
had tried to destroy him because he knew too much about the misconduct of Davis and Meriwether. He also claimed that Meriwether's son had used his father's office to profit from claims filed
on Indian depredations, and that Meriwether himself had brought
dimes into New Mexico Territory, where he exchanged them at
the rate of eight to a dollar. His final comment on his old enemies
was that he did not desire "to mix up with creatures as foul as
David Meriwether and his friend W. H. Davis. The first is a
plausible smooth tongued slander [sic] and hypocrite, and the lat-
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ter is a cowardly dog." 34 Nevertheless, neither the Secretary of
Interior nor the Indian Commissioner appear to have taken any
action. Since there was a change of presidential administrations
in I 857, the issue was most likely pigeonholed.
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LIFE IN LA BELLE:
A NEW MEXICO MINING TOWN

JIM B. PEARSON

BY 1893 the extravagances of the Harrison administration and
the high McKinley tariff of I89o had seriously depleted the Treasury Department's gold reserve. Monetary, business, and farm
problems all culminated in a panic that year, costing men throughout the country their investments and jobs. In hopes of relieving
their own as well as the Treasury's distress, many of the unemployed desperately shouldered their packs and prospected the western mountain slopes.
Ira Wing and several companions were the first to make their
way into the Vermejo country of northern New Mexico, just to
the west of the Maxwell Land Grant. In January I894 Wing and
his party found placer gold at the point where Spring Creek
empties into Comanche Creek. After washing gold here for several
weeks, they worked on up Spring Creek and located gold-impregnated rock sp near the surface that they were able to haul a great
quantity of the nearby ground to their placer location for sluicing.
By selling this gold they hoped to secure the funds necessary for
developing their quartz claims. 1
The Wing group's luck prompted a handful of other prospectors to join them. When they shipped their first load of gold to the
banks in Trinidad, Colorado, news of the strike spread quickly and
gold-hungry men from neighboring fields headed for the Vermejo.
By April I, I 894, enough men were prospecting the Spring Creek
area to organize a mining district. By the end of the month cabins
dotted the grassy slope above Comanche Creek, twelve miles south
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of the Colorado-New Mexico border and twenty-three miles east
of the Rio Grande. The beauty of the countryside inspired them to
call their new camp La Belle. 2
This new addition to New Mexico's mining communities was
actually located on private property. Originally a Spanish land
grant, the area was purchased in I 87o by a group of wealthy men
incorporated as the United States Freehold Land and Emigration. 3
The new owners hoped to settle their lands with foreign immigrants but had little success in attracting them. A few prospectors
drifted through, occasionally staking a claim, so the owners decided to open the grant for location in I 894. 4 Wing and his partners were the first to avail themselves of the opportunity to prospect this virtually unexplored region.
About twenty ledges running from four to sixty feet in width,
containing $I o to $4o per ton in gold, were uncovered before the
snows felP Ira Wing sold his share of the two original mines for
$3o,ooo to a prominent Cripple Creek mine owner and then
located several new claims nearby. 6 Such reports were carried by
newspapers and mining journals throughout the West. By midDecember more than one hundred claims were being worked in the
district, mines were selling at prices up to $3o,ooo, and plans
were being made to bring in drilling machinery and a milling
plant. 7
Over six hundred people crowded into La Belle scarcely three
months after the town had been founded. More than one hundred
houses had been erected. Although five to six foundations were
laid daily, the contractors, their carpenters, and the camp's two
sawmills could not keep up with the demand for building. One
hotel and a rooming house and restaurant eased the burden somewhat, but more accomodations were needed immediately. Perhaps
this is why three saloons were running day and night. Almost
overnight there sprouted a blacksmith shop, a stable, two butcher
shops, a grocery and hardware store, and a shop offering hay, feed,
and gent's furnishings. 8
La Belle's bid for the mining world's attention was considerably
strengthened by the early establishment of a newspaper. Editor
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E. W. Iliff distributed the first issue of his La Belle Cresset on
December 13, 1894. In spite of having to publish his first issues in
a building with a mud Boor, a dirt roof, and without fire or lights,
he gave the town a journal that sparkled with humor and the wonders of its mines. 9 During his first three weeks, Iliff's only complaint was that the Bible was a scarce article in his new home
town, but he complimented its balls, which graciously displayed so
much "beauty, wit, wisdom, good clothes and How of soul." 10 If
visitors were surprised to find a weekly paper already in print, as
well as an active social life, what must have been their reaction on
learning that the camp could boast of an eight-piece brass band! 11
Despite the cold, people continued to Hock into the mountains.
In one week during January at least thirty people arrived. The
Catskill and La Belle Stage Company, which had been making
tri-weekly runs since the road had been opened to Catskill, a little
lumber town twenty-two miles west of Raton, on the Red River in
Colfax County, began making daily runs with six-horse coaches by
the end of February. 12 The following month a tri-weekly stage
line was operating from Fort Garland, Colorado, and in April a
line began running from Raton to CatskilP3
The improved transportation facilities and rapid increase in
visitors excited hotel men. The Cresset predicted that the population would be ten thousand by the end of the summer. 14 Even
after the Perry Hotel opened in late February, people were still
sleeping on the Boors. A Trinidad saloon and restaurant proprietor
relieved the situation somewhat by early summer with his two-story
Exchange Hotel, complete with pool and billiard tables and a bar. 15
The most ambitious·project, the moving of the $3o,ooo four-story
Southern Hotel from Catskill to La Belle, enabled the town to
cater to most of the weary lodgers by the end of June. 16
Other businessmen were also quick to take advantage of this influx of people and by May the price of town lots on the mairi
streets had jumped from $10o to $5oo. 17 The district was now
served by eight general stores, a book and stationery shop, a drug
store, a shoe shop, and a new short-order house. The drug store
also became the office of the town's physician, Dr. B. W. Rice. 18
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By the end of May ten more buildings were under construction,
including two one-and-a-half story general stores, two barber shops,
an ice house, an "opera" house, the Pels Street Laundry, and a
jail.19
Optimism notwithstanding, La Belle reached its peak in July
with over one thousand people settled on the grassy slopes overlooking Comanche Creek. 20 Despite the heavy investments, too
little gold was being extracted. Money was still tight in the country at large and this hurt most mining camps. Even in the midst of
the spring boom Iliff himself expressed concern over the number
of people leaving town without paying their hotel and grocery
bills. In fact, he found it impossible to collect the too many debts
owedhispaperandcommentedin theApril4, I895, issue:
Breathes there a man with soul so dead,
Who never to himself has said,
I'll pay, before I go to bed
The debt I owe the printer?
Yes, there are some we know full well,
Who never such a tale could tell,
But they, we fear, will go to-well,
The place where there's no winter. 21

Within a few days Iliff sold the paper to a stock company. Heresigned as editor and manager in August and was replaced by his
assistant, Frank Staplin. 22 Although many people did leave for
other mining fields at the end of the first summer, an upturn in
the country's economy and sufficient water (for a change) brought
in enough newcomers to keep the population at a level of six to
seven hundred during I 896.
The few discouraging signs only spurred the businessmen and
the United States Freehold Land Company to work harder to
make the camp an attractive, permanent town. They had contributed funds for roads, encouraged the establishment of a newspaper, and promoted a gay social life. On January 26, I 896, a
group of the district's founding fathers met in Jellison's store and
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agreed that money collected from liquor licenses would be used
to erect a school house. 23 The land grant company donated a lot;
the building contract was let. The townspeople swelled with pride
when the little frame school house was ready for their inspection
the middle of July. 24 The sister of the town's sawmill man began
classes the following month with fifteen to twenty pupils enrolled
for the school's three-month term. 25
In spite of La Belle's elevation of 9,6oo feet above sea level,
athletics were an important part of all special occasions. Foot races,
boxing matches, and baseball games were common events. The
baseball team organized even before the snows melted and treated
the home folks to its first contest with an outside foe when the
Pueblo nine visited the camp on July 4th. 26 The team arranged
games with Catskill, Midnight, Elizabethtown, and Trinidad, and
the La Belle boys won their share.
La Belle held its first horse race on April I I, I 896. Both Ponil
Park and the Moreno Valley agreed to send entries, but when the
owner of the Ponil Gray saw the rough track he announced that
his horse would not run. 27 Although local horses were matched
occasionally, it was a year before another inter-town race was promoted. The highlight of the I897 Fourth of July celebration was
the La Belle favorite's win by a nose over the Ponil Park bay. The
crowd subsequently watched a I 25-yard foot race and then cheered
the La Belle baseball team to an I I to 7 victory over Midnight. A
fireworks display that evening was topped off by the discharge of
fifty pounds of powder near the Midnight shaft house, which
jarred the country for miles around. About fifty couples lined up
for the grand ball at 8:30 P.M., and with only a break for a midnight supper, danced until sunrise. 28
Dances and dinners were quite popular with the ladies and
gentlemen of La Belle, as they were in most New Mexico mining
camps around the turn of the century. The La Belle Social Club,
organized in August I 895, sponsored dances, literary entertainments, and debates. 29 On September 4 the people of the little
mining camps that had sprung up as offshoots of La Belle gathered
in the dining room of the Southern Hotel to attend the club's first
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annual ball. A five-piece orchestra struck the grand march and the
couples danced until eleven o'clock to waltzes, quadrilles, schottisches, polkas, the Boston hop waltz, minuets, the Denver, the
French minuet, and the Virginia reel. After a sumptuous midnight supper, they continued dancing until daylight. 30
Saturday night dances were usual occurrences, and if the fiddle
bands were not making merry in La Belle, the young people could
always find an outlet for their energies in Red River City, Ponil
Park, or Elizabethtown. They were at home in any of these communities and it did not seem unreasonable to joggle several miles
over the mountains for a dance. If snow covered the ground, sleds
replaced the wagons and parties of laughing boys and girls were
on their way to meet old friends and dance their cares away. 31
Most of the dances were "nice" affairs; the participants dressed
in their most elegant clothes, the gentlemen on their best behavior.
If a stranger appeared, the girls might have the floor manager introduce him so that all might enjoy the evening. In this way, a
party of well-mannered young men, riding good horses and flashing plenty of money, were made part of La Belle's social life without anyone suspecting that they were members of "Black Jack"
Ketchum's outlaw gang. Posing as cowboys, Black Jack and his
men frequently rode into La Belle from their Valle Vidal camp
and were popular with the girls. Not until their capture did the
townspeople learn their identity. 32
Dancing and athletic events were not the only amusements. For
instance, the Colorado Tunnel Mining and Milling Company decided to celebrate the opening of its new boarding house with a
stag party, to "allow a few rays of sunshine to fall among the many
hardships of a prospector's career." 33 The men were invited to drink
to the "health, wealth and welfare" of the Colorado with fresh
bock beer and to enjoy an Old California style dinner. All men
interested in debating and discussing politics and literature were
invited to while away the long winter evenings with the Limekiln
Club, organized in the fall of 1 896 by a group of men in Midnight, the little camp two miles over the mountain. 34 In response
to such amenities La Belle staged a festival of wild strawberries on
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August 2o, 1898, for its friends in Midnight, Elizabethtown, and
Ponil Park, complete with music, games, and drinking. 35 However,
picnics, fishing parties, and neighborly visits were the usual favorite relaxations.
If none of the more respectable pleasures suited the miners,
there were others. It was not necessary to look for vice-it existed
quite openly. True to the history of most mining camps, La Belle
had its nights of revelry, orgies of inebriation, and the inevitable
fights. Compared with other communities in northern New Mexico, however, moderation and sobriety were general virtues. The
ladies of La Belle seemed determined to make all of La Belle's
socials sparkling successes, perhaps in part to keep as many gentlemen as possible from being lured by other pleasures. The decorum
of most of these ladies inspired former editor E. W. Iliff to write:
The Trinidad girl
Is a haughty thing.
If she kisses at all
It's on the wing.
The Catskill girl
Is the one to collar.
She kisses you good
For half a dollar.
The E'town girl
Gives a kiss so sweet,
The poets fall down
At her feet.
There's the Red River girls,
Ah, two for a song.
Kissing for meal tickets
All day long.
But don't forget
The girls of La BelleWon't kiss even mamma
For fear she'll tell.36
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The stages rolling into La Belle were often filled with young
women unaccompanied by their "mammas," and their length of
stay depended upon how well their kisses were advertised. Some
plied their trade in cabins set aside for a red light district, while
others lived in rooms connected with the saloons. Dumb-waiters
usually carried drinks up to the girls and their guests on the second
Hoors. 37 In July I895, the Hagen Brothers opened what they called
a first-class sporting house featuring a beautiful siren and her
friends from Colorado Springs. The "sporting editor" found that
the owners had "brought some high Hown ideas and a piano;
which after all is not much worse than some other semi-civilized
dens of iniquity that pretend to border on the verge of respecta-

bI'l'Ity. "38
La Belle's transgressions were not countered to any serious extent by organized religion. A Sunday school, first held in Dunlavy's
store building on April 29, I 895, struggled heroically to meet the
camp's spiritual needs, but few ministers found their way into
these mountains. 39 Those who did were well received. The Reverend G. W. Ashman treated a most attentive audience to the first
sermon preached in the camp, early in February I 895. 40 But it
was six months before the next preacher challenged the town's
sinners. Would-be church goers had to wait two years to hear a
third sermon in La Belle. When the minister did hold this last
service, on March 31, 1897, the paper commented laconically:
"Last night a very strange thing took place-that is for La Belle." 41
By I 897 the population had dropped to five hundred and several
businessmen were moving away. 42 The charge was often repeated
that the district had been boomed by an "injudicious use of
printer's ink." Only three general merchandisers were left, but a
new hotel, the Buckeye Log Cabin Home, opened in competition
to the three in operation. 43 Two saloons, two hotel bars, the drugstore, a blacksmith shop, and the shoe shop remained. 44
Mines continued to change hands and several well-financed
companies showed their faith by keeping crews of miners throughout the summer. But assessment work was about all that was accomplished on most locations and by the end of the year the town
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began to empty. The ladies of the Pioneer Society of Female
Mountaineers tried to jack up the faithfuls' spirits, but most mining men knew that La Belle's best days were over. 45
When the mines showed no more promise during the following
summer the town's lifeblood continued to drain, and the onceproud beauty was on her knees by fall. The editor of the paper
pointed up the desertion in describing the Fourth of July commemoration: "There was no great demonstration at La Belle the
4th. The pet pig and the Rag pole remained ungreased, there was
no old man's race, and the bunch of firecrackers was not tied to the
patient burro's tail for the edification of the patriotic masses." 46
The people paid neighborly visits and then gathered for supper at
the Exchange Hotel, where Chris Olson volunteered the music for
a dance.
By fall many of the old-timers had departed. Frank Staplin
moved his newspaper to Taos and on October 20, I898, resumed
publication there as the Cresset. 47 Only the annual asses.sment
work kept a handful of people in La Belle during the winter of
I 898-I 899. A few drifted back during the next two years in hopes
of salvaging something from their investments, but the only veins
that were struck did not pay enough to warrant ore shipments.
There were only forty-nine hangers-on during the summer of
I9oo, with six lonesome residents at Midnight. 48 On Thanksgiving
day I 90 I George Brown, still driving the Grand Central tunnel,
brought back memories of the good days by inviting all of the
people in the district to a big dinner,at his home in Anchor. After
a banquet of wild turkey, venison, and bear with cranberry and
strawberry dumplings, an orchestra imported for the occasion
furnished music for dancing. 49 When Dr. L L. Cahill purchased
the La Belle drugstore and moved it to Elizabethtown in September I 90 I, the town no longer had a single business house open. 50
Nor did it need one. The last permanent resident left by the end
of the year. 51 Gay La Belle, that had grown so quickly, glowed so
brightly, and had lured so many men into bankruptcy, burned out
like countless other western gold camps. Her end left no moral;
men continued the old search for quick wealth, for ElDorado.
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THE MINING CAMPS dotting the Rockies around the tum of the
century were tame compared to those that had sprung up in the
decade following the Civil War. The days of the vigilante had all
but passed. While it was just as difficult to eke out an existence,
life in these mountains was safer.
The mining camp nomads, who comprised most of the residents of La Belle and other New Mexico and Colorado camps,
took great pleasure in small things. Like the folks who lived in the
isolated farm communities of this era, they worked hard and their
abilities and energies were heavily taxed. The gold seekers, however, were determined not to lose the arts of civilization. The community was important to them; it comprised their identity. And in
this forging of relationships they were much more tolerant of their
neighbors in these mountain worlds. We might ask half-enviously
if indeed there was not more real communication in these instant
towns than in our brittle, televised world of today.
Per?aps the major distinction between the close-knit, provincial
folk who called the ephemeral mining camps home and those who
lived in farming areas was the dream, a vision of Lady Luck that
beckoned the miners on and would not let them rest-the hope
that someday soon good fortune would strike. The mine owners
and businessmen who invested their capital and efforts had a contagious kind of faith that permeated the entire social body of La
Belle and in each mining town left its mark. The dream died
slowly, for there was always a new camp and renewed faith. I dare
say that for most who followed the mining camps the hope was
quenched only by the grave.
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50. Elizabethtown New Mexican Miner, Sept. 6, 1901.
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to be noted . ..
'I We welcome the appearance of the rem1mscences of one of New
Mexico's most distinguished citizens: Memoirs: 1892-1969. A New Mexico
Item by William A. Keleher (Santa Fe: The Rydal Press, 1969. Pp. 293·
Illus., index. $7.50). Mr. Keleher's book is "a combination autobiography,
narrative and memoir" and was "written especially for New Mexicans of
good heart, whether New Mexicans by birth, adoption or inclination."
Here is a delightful informal account of life and events in Albuquerque
and New Mexico seen through the eyes of an attorney and historian who
not only has spent a long lifetime here but has made an indelible mark
upon his surroundings and upon those who have had the privilege of his
acquaintance.
'I Two recent books from the University of New Mexico Press deal
primarily with contemporary problems arising from New Mexico's diverse
and sometimes conflicting cultural heritage. In The Spanis.h-Americans of
New Mexico: A Heritage of Pride (Albuquerque, 1969. Pp. xv, 246. Illus.,
map, bibliog., index. $7.95) Nancie A. Gonzalez attempts to trace the
origins of the tensions arising from the long process of adjustment between
the traditions and ways of life of the Spanish-speaking population and
those of the so-called "Anglo" latecomers. Tijerina and the Courthouse
Raid by Peter Nabokov (Albuquerque, 1969. Pp. xii, 285. Illus., map,
bibliog., index. $6.95) is a journalistic account of the events leading to
the Tierra Amarilla courthouse raid in June 1967 and ensuing developments to Tijerina's acquittal on three of the charges in December 1969.
~The Arizona Pioneers' Historical Society has published Latest From
Arizona! The Hesperian Letters, I8s9-186I, edited by Constance Wynn
Altshuler (Tucson, 1969. Pp. 293. Map, apps., bibliog., index. $1o.oo).
Mrs. Altshuler has identified "Hesperian" as Thompson M. Turner. His
reports from the turbulent frontier, as correspondent for the St. Louis
Missouri Republican and the San Francisco Evening Bulletin, still read
like news hot from the press and remain a source of information for attitudes as well as events of the time.
~Holt, Rinehart and Winston has reissued Rodman Wilson Paul's definitive Mining Frontiers of the Far West 1848-188o (New York, 1969.
Pp. xix, 236. Ill us., maps, bibliog. essay, index. Paperback $2.95).
'IThe University of New Mexico Press offers a facsimile edition of
Federal Control of the Western Apaches I 848-1886 by the late Ralph Hendrick Ogle. (Albuquerque, 1970. Pp. xxx, 259· Bibliog., map, index. $6.95.)
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First published serially in NMHR and reprinted as Vol. 9 of Historical
Society of New Mexico Publications in History (1940), this standard work
is supplemented by a new introduction by Oakah L. Jones, Jr. UNM has
also reissued Frontier Army Sketches by James W. Steele, with a new
introduction by Philip D. Jordan. The author of these long out-of-print
semi-fictional and rather mannered sketches was an eccentric young lieutenant briefly stationed at Fort Cummings, N.M., in the late x86o's.
~Two very different bibliographical aids will be most useful to students
of Southwestern history: Myra Ellen Jenkins has prepared a much needed
Calendar of the Micro{tlm Edition of the Mexican Archives of New Mexico z82I-z846 (Santa Fe, 1970. 144 pp.). This may be ordered from the
Archives Division, State Records Center, 404 Montezuma, Santa Fe,
N.M. 87105, and costs $z.oo. The microfilm project was sponsored by the
National Historical Publications Commission. The forty-two rolls of microfilm, a Guide, and the Calendar are available for $378.oo; individual rolls
are $9.00 each. Arizona Odyssey by David M. Goodman (Tempe: Arizona
Historical Foundation, 1969. Pp. xvii, 360. Illus., index. $2o.oo) indexes
nearly three thousand articles relating to Arizona and neighboring areas
published in nineteenth-century periodicals, with short abstracts of their
content. The bibliography is divided into twenty-five categories, from
Archeology to Social Welfare, each preceded by a short background statement. Goodman and his publishers are to be congratulated upon the superb
organization and presentation of this valuable research tool.
«J The first work to appear in the second series of the Colecci6n Chimalistac is La obra cartografoca de la provincia mexicana de la Campania de
Jesus (z567-z967) by Ernest J. Burrus, S. J. (Madrid: Ediciones Jose Porrua
Turanzas, 1967. Vol. 1, pp. xxiv, 8, 247; vol. 2, pp. vi, 46 maps. Illus.,
bibliog., indexes). Fr. Burrus has divided his worthwhile study into three
sections: I. Maps drawn by Mexican Jesuits. II. Original maps and
reproductions dealing with the Mexican Province. III. Cartographical
reports on the Mexican Provinces. There are summaries of the careers .of
cartographers and some reports that accompanied certain maps. In view
of the meticulous scholarship which went into the preparation of this
survey, it is indeed a pity that the reproduction of the maps in Vol. 2 does
not meet high standards.
'J NMHR and articles in it appear in various periodical listings including: Historical Abstracts, Current Contents, America: History and Life,
Index to Periodical Articles Related to Law, The American Historical
Review, The Journal of American History, and the new journal of the
Western History Association, The Western Historical Quarterly.
NMHR XLV: 2 1970
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Baal~ Reviews
VoGEL, American Indian Medicine, by Wyman

I62

0PLER, Apache Odyssey: A Journey between Two Worlds, by Wilson

I64

KENNER, A History of New Mexican-Plains Indian Relations, by Jenkins

I65

CARD, et al., Along the Early Trails of the Southwest; FAULK, ed.,
Derby's Report on Opening the Colorado, z8so-r8sr; MATIEs,

The Great Platte River Road: The Covered Wagon Mainline
Via Fort Kearny to Fort Laramie, by Ellis

r 67

GREENLEAF, The Mexican Inquisition of the Sixteenth Century,
by Chamberlain

I 6g

FuLLER,' The Movement for the Acquisition of All Mexico, by Davies

I7I

WILLIAMS, ed., With Beauregard in Mexico: The Mexican War
Reminiscences of P. G. T. Beauregard, by Davies

I72

ADAMs, Western Words: A Dictionary of the American West, by Cobos

I73

TINKER, Northern Arizona and Flagstaff in r887: The People and
Resources, by Lyon

I74
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AMERICAN INDIAN MEDICINE. By Virgil J. Vogel. Norman: University of
Oklahoma Press, 1970. Pp. xx, 583. Illus., app., bibliog., index of botanical
names, index. $12.50.
THis substantial volume is an exhaustive compilation of the recorded data
concerning American Indian medical practice, derived entirely from pulr
lished sources and a few manuscripts and written by a historian who admits
that he is "without medical expertise." It is an expansion of his doctoral
dissertation in the Department of History at the University of Chicago.
The data are essentially confined to ·the Indians north of Mexico and they
deal almost entirely with their use of plants for medicines, and here the
citations are mostly limited to those drugs which have been or still are
official in the Pharmacopeia of the United States of America or the National
Formulary. There are about 170 of these (and an additional 50 or so which
were used by the Indians of Latin America). In view of this, throughout
the book expressed either explicitly or implicitly there is recognition of the
considerable contribution made to our medicine by the American Indian,
a fact which the author feels has been largely ignored or neglected. He
says: "Circumstances compelled the adoption of Indian medicine on the
frontier, but its influence did not stop there, . . . nor did it end with the
passing of the frontier. Acculturation . . . proceeds in more than one direction, although the drama of the conquest and settlement of America has
tended to obscure this reality. . . . If the Indian medicine man eventually
disappears, he will nevertheless have left to mankind an important store of
remedies and curing methods, which, however irrational his notions about
them, have often proved useful to the conquerors and will stand as his
enduring monument."
·
The great majority of previous writings on American Indian medicine
have dealt with its ceremonial or magical aspects, what Vogel calls its "irrational features," although he admits their value as psychotherapy. This
book, on the contrary, is about the Indians' "therapeutic methods" and
their influence on white civilization. As background, however, there is a
short chapter on Indian theories of disease and "shamanistic practices." Althou~h the purpose of the book necessitates brevity, in the face of the
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voluminous literature on Navaho Indian ceremonial medicine it would
seem that the latter deserves more than a passing reference in a single
sentence to the Navaho mountain chant. In fact the Southwestern tribes,
especially the Navaho and the Pueblo, seem to have received less attention
throughout the book than those of other sections of the country.
The historical portion of this work is extensive (1 12 pages), well written,
and of considerable interest. It covers early observations by white men on
Indian medicine, the services of Indian practitioners to white men, and the
influence of Indian medicine on our folk medicine, irregular practitioners,
and patent medicines. Ranging from Cartier's experience with scurvy in
1535 to the writings of Heber Youngken in the 192o's, this section presents
many interesting and quaint quotations from early writers, organized according to political divisions of North America, the English, Spanish, and
French colonies, the Trans-Alleghany Frontier, and the Trans-Mississippi
West. Numerous factors contributed to the strong influence of Indian
medicine on white folk medicine; poorly trained and equipped colonial
medical practitioners, a meager supply of these doctors such as they were,
and consequent distrust, even hostility toward the medical profession. This
led. to the high reputation of Indian remedies, the rise of white "Indian"
herb doctors and their patent "Indian" medicines, such as the various "Kickapoo Indian" concoctions, and the medicine shows which, together with the
circus and Chautauqua, provided entertainment to small towns before the
days of the cinema.
A brief section on Indian health and disease is followed by an extensive
treatment of Indian therapeutic methods, classified into the use of specific
types of botanical drugs, such as narcotics, cathartics, febrifuges, etc.; drugless therapy, such as cautery, sucking, enemata, massage, etc.; herbal cures
for specific diseases and injuries; obstetrical practices, dentistry, diet, and
physiotherapy.
A long appendix ( 148 pages) contains a list with common names, scientific
names, and synonyms of official botanical remedies under 145 headings,
and six nonbotanical remedies, used by North American Indians north of
Mexico, together with references to the U.S. Pharmacopeia and/or the National Formulary for each one. This comprises a minimum of 161 species
which have been or are official drugs. Each one is adequately discussed. In
addition a list of some forty-four official drugs used by Latin American
Indians is given. Unfortunately the 1337 footnotes to this appendix are
ganged at the end, an all too common practice .which is very annoying to
readers. The entire book is also provided with an index of both common
and scientific botanical names, a very useful feature.
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The bibliography covering forty-five pages and containing some 595
references would seem to be definitive for the subject of the book. Although
it seems gratuitous to criticize such a tremendous undertaking, one is led
to wonder how definitive it really is because of the omission of several substantial monographs on the ethnobotany of the Navaho (Elmore, 1943;
Vestal, 1951; Wyman and Harris, 1951) and the Hopi (Whiting, 1939).
Moreover, the titles are segregated into unpublished material, books and
pamphlets, articles, dispensatories, etc., bibliographical aids, and reference
books, etc., which makes it much more difficult to use than a continuous
list would be when looking up a specific author.
Boston University

LELAND

c.

WYMAN

APACHE ODYSSEY: A JouRNEY BETWEEN Two WoRLDS. By Morris E.
Opler. New York: Holt, Rinehart and Winston, 1969. Pp. xvi, 301.
lllus., maps, bibliog., index. $3.95 paperback.
THE "journey between two worlds" is that of a particular ChiricahuaMescalero, "Chris," who was a child during the last Apache wars and was
unjustly sent to Florida and Alabama with the prisoners of war in 1886
when he was six years old. Although he was returned to the Mescalero
reservation in 1889, he was uprooted again and sent to a federal Indian
boarding school when he was seventeen. This five-year exposure to Anglo
culture came at a critical period in Chris' life when he had already begun
an apprenticeship in the ritual of shamanism.
The conflicting beliefs of students from other tribes and the sneers of
the Anglos made him just enough of a skeptic that he was never able to
take the final steps necessary to become a shaman :
As a sop to his empirical American education, he sloughs off minor Mescalero
items of belief. He is willing to eat during a thunderstorm and dine on the meat
of a deer killed by an eagle. Yet he does not challenge the major premises of
Mescalero religion. He does not question the existence of supernatural power
and witchcraft or the reality of the struggle between the two. His deviations
from the Mescalero belief pattern, though they make him feel worldly and
critical, go only deep enough to irritate his fellow Apache and move them to
gossip. (p. 5)

Fortunately, Chris retained his interest in shamanism and acquired a
remarkable knowledge of the art and a mastery of numerous songs and
rituals. He also became a rather successful herbalist. Because these beliefs
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were, and to some extent still are, inextricable from the Mescalero life
pattern, they form the major part of Chris' reminiscences as related to Professor Opler about thirty-five years ago.
Chris' remarks are recorded without embellishment, but the author has
added extremely helpful elaborations and explanations when necessary. The
whole presentation is exactly the kind of scholarly, readable, and perceptive
work one expects from Professor Opler, who is noted for his excellent studies
of the Apache. He is able to convey sympathy without the sloppy sentiment
so frequent in writings on the conflicts between Indian and Anglo cultures.
He explains and describes, but never moralizes. The work as a whole is of
such. a high quality that it would be petty to quibble over a half-dozen
unnecessary exclamation points in the author's comments.
Botanical names are given for all of the numerous plants used in the
rituals described. A useful research project would be an analysis of these
medicinal plants and an evaluation of their effectiveness as used by the
Mescalero.
Apache Odyssey is thoroughly enjoyable for the layman, useful for the
student, and essential for those who must work closely with reservation
Indians.
Tempe, Arizona

MARJORIE H. WILSON

A HisTORY oF NEw MEXICAN-PLAINS INDIAN RELATIONS. By Charles
Kenner. University of Oklahoma Press: Norman, 1969. Pp. ix, 250. Illus.,
maps, bibliog., index. $6.95.
CHARLES KENNER's A History of New Mexican-Plains Indian Relations is
an addition to the growing list of recent studies reflecting interest in relations between various sovereignties in the Southwest and the Plains Indians. However, since the volume deals almost exclusively with one Plains
group, a more appropriate title would have been, A History of New Mexican-Comanche Indian Relations.·

The work is of mixed quality. The first half concerning developments
during theSpanish and Mexican periods prior to U.S. occupation in 1846
is very disappointing. The narrative consists of a paraphrasing of the information found in the publications of such scholars as A. B. Thomas, G
W. Hackett, George P. Hammond, Donald Worcester and others. To these,
the author has added little that is new. On the other hand, the book was
obviously completed some years before publication, since neither text nor
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bibliography reveal that recent definitive studies were consulted. Conspicuous by their absence are the Schroeder-Matson and Hammond-Rey
annotated translations of the Castano de Sosa expedition, Oakah Jones'
Pueblo Warriors and Spanish Conquest and Max L. Moorhead's chapter
on the Comanche in The Apache Frontier, to cite but a few. The sum
total of Spanish and Mexican archives listed in the bibliography consists
of one typescript translation, one typescript copy from the Archivo General
de la Naci6n, Mexico, Historia, and two photostatic collections. One of
these, "New Mexico Archives, 1787-1841," is incorrectly cited since these
copies at the University of New Mexico are actually a part of the Mexican
Archives of New Mexico in the custody of the State Records Center.
Throughout the text, the author relies on the unreliable summaries of the
Spanish Archives of New Mexico, prepared by Ralph Emerson Twitchell
in 1914, rather than on the originals, also in the custody of the State
Records Center.
Unfortunately, the section concerning Spanish policy contains a large
number of factual errors and some rather dubious generalizations, typical
of which is the emphasis placed upon the economic advantages to New
Mexico from the nwdm vivendi developed between Comanche and government as a result of the 1786 treaty. There was an increase in Plains
trade, to be sure, and some military security attained by using the Comanche allies against the Navajo, Apache, and Ute, but that a "period of unprecedented prosperity'' resulted is dubious.
It is indeed a relief to turn to the period after U.S. occupation where the
author is much more at home with basic documentation. The thesis that
the definite trade pattern of New Mexico Hispano resident and Pueblo
Indian with the Comanche which evolved throughout the middle of the
nineteenth century was of mutual benefit to both groups is well taken.
Unfortunately for both groups, this economic accommodation was shattered by the harsh realities of U.S. frontier military strategy. In the process,
the character of the genuine cibolero (buffalo hunter) and the Comanchero
trader emerge, rather than the all too frequent depiction of these groups as
a scruffy lot of frontier villains. However, the peculiar use of ethnic terms
in this period is confusing. American is synonymous with Anglo, while
New Mexican and Mexican appear to be interchangeable. But the reader
is really mystified at the introduction of "a half-blood New Mexican scout
named Johnson" (pp. 2o6-2o7).

State Records Center, Santa Fe

MYRA ELLEN JENKINS
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ALONG THE EARLY TRAILS OF THE SouTHwEST. By Wayne Card, Dean
Krakel, Joe B. Frantz, Dorman Winfrey, H. Gordon Fro~t, Donald Bubar. Austin: The Pemberton Press, I969. Pp. I75· Illus. $I4.50.
DERBY's REPORT ON OPENING THE CoLORADo, I85o-I85r. FROM THE
ORIGINAL REPORT OF LT. GEORGE HoRATIO DERBY. Edited and with an
Introduction by Odie B. Faulk. Albuquerque: The University of New
Mexico Press, I969. Pp. 6o. Illus., maps. $7.00.
THE GREAT PLATTE RIVER RoAD: THE CoVERED WAGON MAINLINE VIA
FoRT KEARNY TO FoRT LARAMIE. By Merrill J. Mattes. Omaha: Nebraska State Historical Society, 1969. Pp. xv, 583. Illus., maps, bibliog.,
index. $7·95·
EAcH of the books under consideration deals with the topic of exploration
and travel, but they are quite different in purpose and technique and will
appeal to a variety of readers. Along the Early Trails of the Southwest is
popular history; Derby's Report on Opening the Colorado is a newly edited
government document on a rather restricted subject; the third and most useful, The Great Platte River Road, is an in-depth study of that portion of
the famous western highway between the Missouri River and Fort Laramie.
Along the Early Trails of the Southwest is a collectio~ of readable essays
about six important routes in that region. The Chisholm and Dodge City
cattle trails and the Old San Antonio Road were of primary importance to
Texas but the Santa Fe Trail, Goodnight-Loving Trail and Butterfield
Overland Mail Road were of greater regional significance. Authors include
Joe B. Frantz, well-known Texas historian and director of the University
of Texas Oral History Project, and Wayne Card whose essay on the Chisholm Trail is basically a summary of an earlier book on the same topic.
The book is well illustrated by drawings and paintings by Melvin Warren,
and it would appear that the publisher was interested in publicizing the
artist as well as presenting popular accounts of southwestern trails.
Derby's Report on Opening the Colorado is one of many recent works
dealing with Colorado River exploration which have been stimulated by
the recent centennial of John Wesley Powell's famous journey of r869.
Derby explored the lower river in r85o-I85I, examining its potential for
water transportation, and his work was of considerable importance for the
inauguration of navigation of that segment of the Colorado. Although Derby
is not one of the more prominent explorers in American history, Professor
Odie B. Faulk believes that Derby ranks as one of the founding fathers of
Arizona and has added an informative introduction to a brief government
report which first appeared as a Senate Document in 1852.
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The Great Platte River Road is quite different from the above books. It
is a thorough and massive study of the wagon road between the Missouri
River and Fort Laramie and includes also descriptions of all the feeder
trails that converged in the vicinity of Fort Kearny. An unusual volume,
which at times becomes somewhat encyclopedic, it is a distillation of some
seven hundred travel accounts and letter collections by individuals who
traversed this portion of the Oregon and California Trails.
Merrill J. Mattes, a National Park Service historian who served in Nebraska for over thirty years, has written widely about various aspects of the
Platte Road, and it is perhaps appropriate that he is the author of the most
recent volume in a long series of publications by the Nebraska State Historical Society. It is perhaps appropriate, too, that the first volume in eleven
years is devoted to the "super highway" which carried over 35o,ooo emigrants to the West. Mattes describes the various segments of the road and
provides capsule histories of the jumping-off-places along the Missouri
River. He presents a useful view of the difficulties emigrants encountered
and the geographical features such as Chimney Rock and Court House
Rock which they observed. Included also is a composite picture of travel
across the Plains, including descriptions of the character of emigrants, organization of the trains and techniques of early western travel. Continuity
and perspective are provided by fitting this aspect of westward migration
into the general history of the fur trade and Indian-white relations.
The mass of material used for this study is indeed awesome, and Mattes
has compiled the most accurate description of this aspect of the westward
movement yet available. Of great value also is the fine bibliography. Although travel across the Plains does make a convenient unit, many readers
may well regret that Mattes limited his attention to the section of road
between the Missouri River and Fort Laramie. The inclusion of the remainder of the California and Oregon Trails would have resulted in a
more beneficial and significant study although the author clearly states that
this was not his purpose. As it is, the abundance of detail and innumerable
repetitive descriptions of the terrain often obscure the significant points.
Despite these limitations, The Great Platte River Road will be a valuable
guide and reference work for years to come. Certainly it is the definitive
treatment of emigrant travel along this highway.
The University of New Mexico

RICHARD

N. ELLIS
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THE MEXICAN INQUISITION OF THE SIXTEENTH CENTURY. By Richard E.
Greenleaf. Albuquerque: University of New Mexico Press, I969, Pp. x,
242. Illus., bibliog., index. $8.95.
IN THIS WORK, based on research in hitherto unexploited sources in the
Mexican Archivo General de la Naci6n, Professor Greenleaf carries forward
his studies on the Mexican Inquisition and adds new dimensions to knowledge and understanding of that institution. In the series of essays that
compose the book, he provides an interpretive account of the several aspects
of the Mexican Inquisition from its earliest years to I6oi: the Monastic
Inquisition, soon controlled by Dominicans, I 522-I 532; ·the Episcopal Inquisition under bishops Juan de Zumarraga* and Alonso de MontUfar,
I 535-157 I; and the formal Tribunal of the Holy Office, representative of
the Supreme Tribunal in Spain and directly responsible to that body and
the King, established in Mexico in I 571 after the Episcopal Inquisition
proved unsatisfactory in the eyes of Spanish officialdom and the Church.
These essays, knit together by introductory sections, form an analytic,
• Professor Greenleaf deals at length with Zumarraga's work as inquisitor in his
Zumdrraga and the Mexican Inquisition, I5J6-I543· Washington, D.C., 1g62.
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well-rounded, objectively presented whole that places the Mexican Inquisition in the complex and turbulent historical setting created by the
Reformation and Counter Reformation and relates its mission and activities
to the changing religious, intellectual, social, and political currents of the
period.
Professor Greenleaf makes clear the manner in which the Mexican Inquisition, successively conducted by friars, bishops, and the professional
Tribunal, reflected evolving Catholic doctrines, eventually determined by
the Council of Trent, and changes in Church and governmental policies
and attitudes. He analyzes not only regular Inquisition activities in fulfillment of the fundamental mission of defense of Spanish Catholic orthodoxy
and everything that this mission implied with respect to extirpation of
heresy and dissenting thought and action of any nature; problems arising
from the continuing clash between Christianity and native religions; the
question of Judaizantes; preservation of morality among colonists and clergy;
and protection from contamination by foreigners representing dissenting
ideas, including captured English and French interlopers, but also deals
with significant special aspects. Among these are the success of the
Episcopal Inquisition in asserting its authority to determine orthodoxy
and exercise inquisitorial powers when challenged by the Orders, and involvement of the Inquisition in political matters, a situation that arose in
the earliest phase when the Monastic Inquisition was used against Cortes
by his opponents, and persisted throughout the period. Despite its efforts
to remain aloof, the Mexican Tribunal inevitably became involved in political crosscurrents since, as a powerful arm directly responsible to the Supreme Tribunal in Spain and the King, it was regarded by the Mexican
official and ecclesiastical establishments as an institution that upset the
hitherto existing power structure.
From his intimate knowledge of Inquisition records, Professor Greenleaf
points out their potential for investigators in other fields; for intellectual.
and social historians and for ethnohistorians and ethnologists, since taken
as a whole these documents provide a view of aspects of Spanish colonial
life and mentality and of Indian culture not available through other sources.
Professor Greenleaf finds that over-all the administration of the Mexican
Tribunal was orderly and the procedures of its judges were conscientious
and meticulous within the mission and structure of the Inquisition, and
very cogently observes that its activities are to be judged in the context of
the judicial structure and ideology of sixteenth-century Catholicism. His
research leads him to suspect that there were many more Protestants and
Jews in Mexico than commonly supposed, only a small proportion of whom
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were ever brought before the Inquisition. In conclusion, he observes that
it can be argued that the practical circumstance of time and place and
shifting trends in doctrine, thought, and policies "made the Mexican Holy
Office less of a repressive institution in the sixteenth century than many
scholars have imagined." (P. 2I3).
Alexandria, Virginia

RoBERTS. CHAMBERLAIN

THE MoVEMENT FOR THE AcQUISITION oF ALL MExico I846-I848. By
John D. P. Fuller. New York: Da Capo Press, I969. Pp. I74· Bibliog.,
index. $Ii.5o.
PROFESSOR FuLLER wrote in the introduction to this slim volume that "a
study of the demand for all Mexico is psychologically illuminating for a
better understanding of American expansionism in general." He further
asserted that his would be a study of public opinion and how it affected the
war effort, the question of the extension of slavery into new territories, and
the events leading to the end of the war and the signing of the Treaty of
Guadalupe Hidalgo in I 848.
Using newspapers from all sections of the United States, private paper
collections in the Library of Congress, published documents, Congressional
records, and various secondary sources, Fuller traces in detail the growth and
demise of the movement to incorporate Mexico into the United States. He
also notes how this movement provoked deep divisions within the President's Cabinet, the Congress, and the two major political parties.
Fuller's principal thesis, however, is that the slave-holding states of the
South have been unjustly accused of plotting to annex Mexico so as to provide for the expansion of slavery. Moreover, he rejects the claim that the
anti-slavery North opposed the acquisition of Mexican territory. On the
contrary, Fuller seeks to prove that it was the Northeast and the West who
sought portions of Mexico while the South, led by John C. Calhoun, bitterly opposed both the war and expansion. Although Fuller cites numerous
newspaper editorials and political speeches to buttress this thesis, he clearly
overdraws his case. For example, very few New Englanders clamored for
annexation while slaveholders in the Southwest were among the most
ardent proponents of the dismemberment of Mexico.
The author asserts that the zenith of annexation sentiment came in
January and February of I848 and that had the war lasted but a few·more
months, opposition to annexation would have evaporated. Fuller maintains
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that Nicholas P. Trist's success in securing a treaty actually thwarted the
expansionists' designs on Mexico. Once again, however, one wonders
whether the passage of such a short time would indeed have produced such
drastic results.
The book is copiously footnoted, but the reader is struck by the total
absence of Mexican sources as well as British and French records which
would have demonstrated how foreign diplomats and the Mexicans themselves viewed possible annexation. The scope of this study is simply too
narrow. Fuller has failed to place his subject in proper historical perspective,
thereby running the risk of distorting and exaggerating the importance of
the movement to absorb Mexico.
This work, originally published in I936, has long been out of print. Historians >yill welcome its reissue but not its exorbitant price ($I2.5o), a price
unfortu~ately characteristic of recent reprints.

San Diego State College

THOMAS M. DAVIES, }R.

WITH BEAUREGARD IN MEXICO: THE MEXICAN WAR REMINISCENCES OF
P. G. T. BEAUREGARD, ed. by T. Harry Williams with illustrations by
M. Ethel Buvens. New York: Da Capo Press, I969. Pp. ix, II6. Illus.,
maps, app., index. $10.00.
FmsT published in I956, P. G. T. Beauregard's personal recollections of the
campaign from Vera Cruz to the capture of Mexico City is an important
document of the Mexican War. Beauregard, a lieutenant in the Army Engineer Corps, took part in every major engagement and describes in detail his
own role, asserting time and again that he was not given just recognition
in official reports.
Beauregard claims credit for selecting three of the five battery sites for
the siege of Vera Cruz and also for discovering and mapping the route which
enabled General Winfield Scott to outflank the Mexican army at Cerro
Gordo. He felt he should have received special commendation and a promotion for either one of these battles and notes with some bitterness that
Captain Robert E. Lee received credit for the victory at Cerro Gordo.
In one of the more interesting chapters, Beauregard recounts how he
single-handedly caused the assault plans for Mexico City to be altered. The
question was whether to attack the city from the south or the west. Scott
initially favored attacking the western gates, but was convinced by other
officers to attack the south. Beauregard rose and presented a thorough analysis of both approaches, arguing that the unfavorable terrain and the extensive Mexican fortifications on the south would result in heavy United
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States casualties while an attack on the western gates had a far greater
chance for success. Scott was impressed and ordered an attack on Chapultepec Castle, but Beauregard complained that even here Scott denied him
proper recognition.
Beauregard concludes his reminiscences with accounts of his role in the
Battle of Chapultepec, the battle at the Belen Garita, and the final push
into the center of Mexico City. The appendix is composed of an interesting
series of letters by United States generals recommending Beauregard for
service in General William Walker's Nicaraguan army. Also included are
letters from Generals Persifor F. Smith and Scott begging Beauregard not
to resign his commission.
Professor T. Harry Williams has written a superb introduction placing
the manuscript and Beauregard in proper historical perspective. He further
demonstrates that it was the younger officers, such as Beauregard, who provided much of the military expertise which the higher ranking officers
lacked. William's careful editing and explanatory footnotes further enhance the value of the book.

San Diego State College

THOM~S

M. DAVIES, ]R.

WESTERN WoRDs: A DICTIONARY OF THE AMERICAN WEsT. By Ramon F.
Adams. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press, I968. Pp. xviii, 355·
$7·95·
Tms is an expanded edition of the author's previous publication on the
same subject, Western Words: A Dictionary of the Range (Norman, I944).
Both of these excellent works, particularly the revised edition, show a firsthand, thorough acquaintance with the subject.
This latest lexicographical contribution by Mr. Adams lists words as
isolated items and, at the same time, enters into its alphabetical framework
whole phrases and idiomatic expressions as they are used or have been used
in the great American Southwest. All items appear cross-indexed by specific topics.
Each letter of the alphabet is preceded by a humorous saying in the
manner of a proverb (not "Faint heart never won fair lady," but rather,
"Faint heart never filled a Hush"!).
The present edition of Western Words is preceded by the excellent introduction to the first edition-a succinct appreciation of the development
of Western American lingo. Mr. Adams laments the fact that much of the
cowboy vocabulary should be going into oblivion owing to the passing away

174

NEW MEXICO HISTORICAL REVIEW XLV: 2 1970

of the customs of the range with which this vocabulary has been identified.
Western Words, revised, is a wonderful contribution to the field of
Southwestern Americana. Let us hope that in a future revised edition of
this work Mr. Adams will give us the etimologies and pronunciation at
least of the numerous entries he has from the Spanish language (alforja,
anquera, sombre?-jalma, etc.).
The University of New Mexico

RuBEN CoBOS

NoRTHERN ARIZONA AND FLAGSTAFF IN I887: THE PEoPLE AND REsouRcEs. By George H. Tinker, with foreword, illustrations, and index
added by Ben H. Tinker. Glendale: The Arthur H. Clark Company,
1969. Pp. xiii, 62. $8.75.
THERE is at least one person alive in Flagstaff today who was here when
Tinker wrote this tract in 1887; indeed, who was here before Flagstaff as
a community really existed. But our ties with the past are fast disappearing,
and it is appropriate that Flagstaff remember its history by reading the
Tinker document.
Tinker was editor of the Arizona Champion when he wrote this piece,
which first appeared in a New Year's edition (r887) of the newspaper, then
later bound in book form under the title, "A Land of Sunshine," for more
permanent use. It was the usual come-on which every editor of that day
wrote, designed to sell the community to capitalists and immigrants, and to
declare to the whole world that Flagstaff (or Yuma, or Tucson, or Prescott,
or Phoenix) was simply the grandest place there ever was. There is information here for the historian, but more likely Tinker's praises will titillate the
antiquarians and ancestor worshippers.
Periodically, Flagstaff goes through a controversy over where and when
the famous flagstaff was located, and who. stripped the tree to make it.
Much heat is generated over this issue, and Tinker, who heard it from
contemporaries, does not help us resolve it. He says the tree was stripped
in 1855 by the Beale party, which is interesting, since that is the wrong
date for the Beale reconnaissance. It would have helped if the editor had
footnoted matters of this kind. His Foreword contains some inaccurate
information. It also would have helped if the publisher had not charged
the outrageous price of $8.75 for this slender volume.
Northern Arizona University

WILLIAM H. LYON
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